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REPORT OF THE MACKEREL WORKING GROUP 
1. INTRODUCTION 
1.1 Terms of Reference 
At the 7lst Statutory Meeting in Gothenburg it vras decided 
(C.Res,l983/2:8:11) that the Mackerel Working Group (Chairman: 
Dr E D Anderson) should meet at ICES headquarters from 28 February 
to 6 March 1984 to: 
(i) 
(ii) 
consider the report of the ad hoc Group on 
Mackerel Egg Surveys, -- ---
assess catch options for the mackerel stocks in 
Sub-areas II, III, IV, VI, VII, VIII and IX inside 
safe biological limits in 1985, 
(iii) continue the examination of the relationship between 
Sub-area IX mackerel and the Western area stock 
(Sub-areas VI-VIII), 
(iv) revievr the data available to assess the state of the 
horse mackerel in Sub-areas VII, VIII and IX, 
(v) take into account the levels of predation mortality 
implied by the results of the stomach sampling 
project, 
(vi) analyse the effect of changes in the data sets of 
\•reight at age and age at first maturity on the time 
series of stock and spawning stock biomass, 
In addition, relative to the ACFM recommendation that fishing for 
mackerel should be banned in Division VIa north of 58°N during the 
period 1 November to 30 April as a conservation measure for the North 
Sea stock, the Group Has asked by the Chairman of ACFJI1 to: 
1) provide on a monthly basis estimates of the proportion 
of mackerel of North Sea stock origin in the area to 
\•rhich the ACFM recommendation applies, 
2) assess quantitatively the effects of the recommendation 
on the evolution of the North Sea stock under the 
following conditions: 
a) closure through the period recommended by ACFM, 
b) closure from 1 December to 30 April, 
c) closure from 1 to 31 December and from 1 March 
to 30 April. 
1.2 Participation 
The Working Group met in Copenhagen 
E D Anderson (Chairman) 
E Bakken (part-time) 
M F Barges 
H Dornheim 
A Eltink 
1 S Gordo 
J c Gueguen 
E Kirkegaard 
with the following participants: 
USA 
Norway 
Portugal 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Netherlands 
Portugal 
France 
Denmark 
ctd. 
S J Lockwood 
:B Lundgren 
J Molloy 
A Saville 
T Westglird 
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U.K. (England and iolales) 
Denmark 
Ireland 
U.K. (Scotland) 
Norway 
Mr K Hoydal, ICES Statistician, also attended the meeting. 
2. ALLOCATION OF MACKEREL CATCHES TO STOCKS 
2,1 Allocation of Catches to Stocks in Divisions IIa, IVa and VIa 
In the 1982 and 1983 reports of the iolorking Group (Anon,, 1982, 1984a), 
the use of Norwegian tagging data to split catches into stocks Has 
questioned, This was mainly because of the lo1v number of tags 
returned in recent years, but also because of doubts I·Thether the fish 
tagged in the \'Testern area mix into the entire Western stock, 
The objection \vas also raised that some of the fish tagged in the 
North Sea might belong to the Western stock, since the tagging in 
the North Sea takes place after the spavming season. Consequently, at 
the iolorking Group meeting in 1983 it Has decided to use age composition 
data to split catches into stocks in Division IIa, and to use a 
combination of age composition data, tagging data and Hhat Has knovm 
about the general biology to split catches in Division VIa, In 
their 1983 report (Anon., 1984b), ACFM did not accept the use of 
age composition data to split catches betHeen stocks and re-allocated 
the catches taken in Divisions IIa and VIa. They also asked the 
\o/orking Group to evaluate Hhat part of the inaccuracy in estimating 
mixing ratios betHeen stocks from tagging data vras caused by the loH 
numbers of tags returned. A Harking document presented to the 
Working Group investigated this problem and concluded that, although 
the inaccuracy caused by lo1•1 numbers of tags returned is appreciable, 
it does not affect the ratios so much that they are useless. Since 
the Norvregian tagging data v1ere the only data on mixing ratios avail-
able to the \•forking Group on which to base a quantitative estimate, 
it was decided to use these data. 
2.1.1 Division IIa 
Taking into consideration the knoi'lll distribution of spaHning of the 
iolestern stock and the distribution of its juvenile stages, the iolorking 
Group considered that it Has unlikely that the age 1 and 2 mackerel 
of the Western stock v10uld migrate to Division IIa. Accordingly, all 
of the age 1 and 2 mackerel caught in Division IIa in 1981-83 \'Tere 
allocated to the North Sea stock. 
For age 3 and older fish, the split bet1·reen stocks Has made on the 
basis of returns of tags in 1981-83 given in Table 2,1 and the method 
described in Anon. (1984a), These estimates Here made, not including 
tags released in the year in question, using the stock sizes for both 
stocks from the VPA done by ACFM in November 1983 (Anon., l984b), The 
estimates of the North Sea stock proportion calculated in this Hay 
were: 1981- 0,01 1 1982 - 0,01, 1983- 0.06. Including tags 
returned in 1983 from the 1983 releasffigave an estimate for that year 
of 0.03 for the North Sea proportion in Division IIa. :Because of 
the reservations about the estimates from tagging data mentioned 
earlier, the Working Group decided that a value of 0,10, as used 
before, for the North Sea stock component in the Division IIa catches 
should be used in each of the years 1981-83. 
2.1.2 
2 .1.3 
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Division IVa 
As in the 1983 assessment (Anon., l984a), it was assumed that all 
of the catch taken in Division IVa in 1981-83 belonged to the 
North Sea stock, The absence of Western stock fish from Division 
IVa catches in 1981 and 1982 was assumed because the fishery in 
those years was distributed in an area where mixing would not be 
expected, The fishery in 1983 took place in the same area as in 
the ti'ro preceding years, 
Division VIa 
As in previous years m~x~ng of the two stocks in Division VIa >vas 
assumed to occur only in the area north of 58°N in the period 
January-April and November-December, 
The mixing rates in this area during this time period were estimated 
as described for Division Ila, using the Nor>vegian tag returns from 
this area and time period (Table 2.1). These gave estimates of 
the North Sea stock proportion of the catch of age 3 and older 
fish as follows: 1981 - 0.12, 1982 - 0.11, 1983 - 0.14 in the 
first quarter of the year and 0.04 in the last quarter. In view 
of the reservations mentioned earlier about the assumptions which 
were made concerning these estimates, the Working Group decided to 
use a North Sea stock proportion of 0,10 in each of the years 
1981-83 for the winter fishery north of 58°N, All age l-2 fish 
were assumed to be from the Western stock, 
This represents a much lower proportion of North Sea stock in 
this fishery than >vas assumed in earlier years but is supported by 
changes in the fishery in this area and time period in recent years. 
The fisheries in this area and time period have changed not only in 
national participation but also very markedly in age composition of 
the catches (Tables 4.3-4.5). The large proportion of fish of age 
3 and younger in the catches in recent years suggests that the 
North Sea stock component must be small in light of the weakness 
of these year classes in the North Sea stock. Moreover, a 
Scottish acoustic survey of the mackerel stock in this area in 
November 1983 estimated the population biomass to be considerably 
more than the estimated total North Sea stock biomass,and age 2-3 
mackerel constituted about 50% of this biomass, 
2.2 Division IXa 
The Working Group was asked to examine the relationship between 
Sub-area IX mackerel and the mackerel belonging to the Western 
stock. For reasons outlined in Section 5, the Working Group decided 
not to include mackerel from Sub-area IX in the Western stock 
assessment. 
3. MACKl!JREL - NORTH SEA AND NORWEGIAN SEA AREAS 
3.1 The Fishery in 1983 
Total landings for the years 1974-83 by countries are shown in 
Table 3.1 for the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat (Sub-area IV 
and Division Ilia) and in Table 3.2 for the Norwegian Sea (Division 
Ila). The catch in 1982 has been revised by some countries, and 
the reported catch was increased by l 337 tonnes in Sub-area IV 
and Division Ilia and by 188 tonnes in Division Ila. 
3.2.2 
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ACFM had recommended that there should be no fishing on the North Sea 
stock in 1983, but EEC and Norway agreed to a TAC of 30 000 tonnes 
for Sub-area IV and Division Ilia. The total landings from these 
areas were 35 600 tonnes, of which 66% 1·ras taken by Nor1·ray and 24% by 
Denmark. 
The catch in Division Ila in 1983 1vas 48 900 tonnes, the highest catch 
on record, Nor1vay took 79% and Denmark 21% of this catch, 
The quarterly distribution of the fishery is shovm in Table 3. 3. The 
total catch of the North Sea stock in 1983 vras estimated at 
47 439 tonnes (Table 3.1). 
Catch in Numbers 
1983 data 
Since Danish vessels fishing in Division Ila occupied the same area 
and time period as the Norvregian fleet, Danish catches vrere allocated 
to age groups using Nor1vegian data, Age 1-2 fish were all allocated 
to the North Sea stock and 90% of all other age groups were allocated 
to the vfestern stock (see Section 2,1.1), 
In Division Ilia, about 6o'fo of the catch was taken by Norway in the 
third quarter of the year, The rest of the catch was taken in equal 
proportions by Svreden and Denmark. Since most of these catches 1·Tere 
also taken in the third quarter, they were split into age groups 
using Norwegian data. 
In Sub-area IV, Nor1vay took 67% of the catch, while Demmark took 25'(o. 
The rest of the catch 1·1as taken by France, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
England and Scotland, In the absence of age composition data from 
countries other than Norway, all catches vrere split into age groups 
using Nor1vegian data. The estimation of the age composition of the 
Division VIa catch is given in Section 4.3.1, and the proportioning 
of the part of it taken north of 58°N during the winter fishery 
to the North Sea stock is explained in Section 2.1.3. 
The catch in numbers at age for the North Sea stock in 1983 is 
summarised for Sub-area IV, Divisions IIa, Ilia and VIa in 
Table 3 •7. 
Revision of the 1982 and 1981 data 
~2~g 
The catches reported to ICES in 1982 for the North Sea (Sub-area IV) 
and Skagerrak (Division Ilia) have been revised by Denmark, the 
Farces, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Sweden, England and 
Scotland. Since the difference amounted to only a 4% increase, the 
Working Group decided to add 4% to the numbers at age in these 
areas given in Table 3.2.B in Anon. (1984a). 
There vras a slight revision of catches reported in 1982 in the Nor1.,regian 
Sea (Division Ila), but the Working Group did not consider that this 
minor change warranted revision of the numbers at age. 
The revised catch in numbers at age for the North Sea stock in 1982 
is shown in Table 3,8, 
~2~~ 
The ne1v numbers at age for the 1981 ea tch for the North Sea stock are 
sho1m in Table 3·9· 
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Weight at age 
Mean weight at age data were the same as in the previous report 
(Anon,, 1984a). They are given in Table 3.13. In the present report, 
the calculated catch of the North Sea stock in tonnes is included in 
the catch tables referring to 1981 (Table 3.9), 1982 (Table 3.8) and 
1983 (Table 3.7). A sum of products check on these data produced the 
following results: 
Year 1981 1982 1983 
Catch 
10-3 65·9 47·0 47·4 tonnes x 
SOP 
10-3 62.7 44·5 48·4 tonnes x 
% Catch 105.1 105.6 98.0 SOP 
This indicates that the mean weights at age used for the catch data are 
satisfactory for recent years. 
Assessment of the North Sea Stock 
Spaiming stock biomass estimates from egg surveys in 1982 and 1983 
The total egg production estimate given in the previous Working Group 
report for 1982 based on an egg survey vras 105 x 1ol2 eggs (Anon., 
1984a). The details of this survey are reported by Iversen and 
Eltink (1983). The survey estimate was later re-calculated by a 
nevrly developed computer program (Iversen and ioJestggrd, in press), and 
the total egg production estimate increased by 20'/o. The new estimate 
is not necessarily more correct than the previous one, but by 
introducing anrutomatic procedure for the calculations, a consistent 
estimate is assured for eaol1 year a11d t11e reslll ts oa11 be obtained. 
much sooner following completion of the survey. It also simplifies 
recalculations for a series of years if new data become available. 
The 1983 egg survey gave, using the computer program, an estimate 
of 160 x 10I2 eggs produced, To convert the estimates to spawning 
stock biomass, the fecundity of the stock must be known. The fecundity 
of the North Sea stock has been investigated by Iversen and Adoff 
(1983) and Walsh (1983). The first used a histological method, Hhile 
the latter used Gilson•s fluid to separate ova. In the report of 
the ad hoc Working Group on Mackerel Egg Surveys (Anon., 1984c), there 
is no direct advice as to ivhich fecundity relationship should be used, 
HoHever, it is recognised in the report that using histological 
techniques has advantages, and the present Working Group decided to 
use the fecundity/weight relationship given by Iversen and Adoff (1983), 
The final spaiming stock estimates Here 190 000 and 240 000 tonnes in 
1982 and 1983, respectively, 
Exploitation pattern 
Separable virtual population analysis (SVPA) (Pope and Shepherd, 1982; 
Anon., 1983) ivas used to estimate the exploitation pattern of the 
fishery on the North Sea stock, Various runs were made to determine 
the most appropriate set of ages and years to serve as a basis for 
Age 
s 
1 
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estimating the exploitation pattern. Using the coefficient of 
variation (cv) and the log catch ratio residuals as a guide, a data set 
comprised of ages 2-13 during 1977-83 vtas found to be most sui table 
(terminal F reference age = 3 years, S = 1.0 at age 13, M= 0.15, 
CV= 24%). Only a few log catch ratio residuals in the final data 
set vtere in excess of the recommended level of 2 loge (1 + CV /lOO) 
vrith these not exhibiting any specific pattern and indicating a 
fairly consistent set of catch in numbers at age for the North Sea 
stock, 
The exploitation pattern at ages 1-14 in 1983 from the extended 
analysis of the SVPA (using terminal p6pulations option) vtas used 
to factor the terminal F in 1983 for the standard VPA, as this 
pattern fits the 1983 catch data exactly. 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
0.09 0.36 1.00 1.50 1.39 1.62 1.58 1.65 1.26 1.69 1.78 1.75 1.29 1.46 
These results indicate full recruitment to the fishery at age 4 in 
1983 ivith a relatively flat-topped pattern at ages 4-14. This 
represents a change from the previous assessment of this stock 
(Anon., 1984a) vtherein 100% recruitment was assumed at ages 3 and 
older, 
Fishing mortality and stock size 
A VPA for the North Sea stock was done using the same maturity ogive 
and mean weight at age of the spawning stock at the time of 
spawning (Table 3.13) as used in the 1983 assessment (Anon., 1984a). 
The exploitation pattern for the terminal year (Section 3.3.2) and the 
input F values for the oldest true age group (14 years) in years 
prior to 1983 were obtained from the extended analysis of the final 
SVPA run. The final SVPA run vtas tuned to obtain a terminal F in 
1983, which produced spawning stook biomass estimates as close as 
possible to the egg survey estimates of 190 000 and 240 000 tonnes 
in 1982 and 1983, respectively, This final SVPA run vtas based on 
using a terminal F of 0.20 at the reference age of 3 years. The 
closest estimates obtained were 209 000 and 213 000 tonnes in 1982 
and 1983, respectively, using a mean F in 1983 of 0,28 at ages 4-14. 
The F4-14 in 1983 represented a 17% increase over the 1982 value, 
Results of the VPA for the period 1969-83 are given in Tables 
3.10 - 3.12 and in Figure 3.1. 
Recruitment 
The number of recruits at age 1 estimated from VPA is given in 
Table 3.12 and Figure 3.1. This shows that the North Sea stock con-
tinues to suffer from poor recruitment, and indicates that the 
1982 year class may even be poorer than the 1978 year class, the 
previous lowest year class on record. 
The 1983 catch of age 2 fish (1981 year class) was 17 x 106 fish 
(Table 3.10). This is the highest catch of age 2 fish since 1977, 
supporting earlier indications that the 1981 year class is stronger 
than any others produced since 1975 and possibly of about the same 
strength as the 1980 year class. 
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Forecasts for the North Sea Stock 
Exploitation pattern 
The average exploitation pattern determined by the SVPA for the 1977-83 
period 1vas adopted for the catch and stock forecasts and the yield per 
recruit analysis. This pattern indicated 100% recruitment to the fishery 
at ages 5 and older (Table 3.13), compared to 100% recruitment at ages 
3 and older in the previous assessment (Anon., 1984a), There was no 
evidence to indicate that the pattern determined for 1983 (lOO% 
recruitment at ages 4 and older) vras more likely to persist in 1984-85 
than the constant patte~n estimated for 1977-83. 
Recruitment 
No information is available concerning the strength of the 1983 year 
class, Considering the pattern of generally poor recruitment in 
recent years, it was decided to carry out the prognosis assuming a 
strength of 20 x 106 fish at age 1 for the 1983 year class. The same 
assumption was made as well for the 1984 and 1985 year classes. This 
level is equivalent to the strength of the 1978 year class, the 
poorest year class on record (not considering the 1982 year class 
whose size is not knovm with any degree of confidence). 
Catch and stock predictions 
The input· parameters for the catch forecasts of the North Sea stock 
are given in Table 3.13, The weights at age in the catch and stock 
as well as the proportions of mature fish by age were retained from 
the previous assessment (Anon,, 1984a). Stock numbers by age on 
1 January 1984 l·rere obtained from the VPA (Table 3 .12). 
Table 3.14 shows a series of stock and catch predictions for 1985-86, 
All predictions 1vere made on the assumption that landings from the 
North .Sea stock in 1984 will amount to 45 000 tonnes, This was 
estimated by the Working Group on the basis of national catches in 
1983, information relating to catches in 1984 at the time of the 
meeting, and information on fisheries management for 1984, 
On this basis, the spawning stock bio~ass at the time of spavming in 
1984 was estimated to be 210 000 tonnes. This is about the same as 
the VPA estimate for 1983, and only 12% less than the 1983 egg survey 
estimate, This apparent stability in spawning stock biomass is due 
to the relatively stronger 1981 year class recruiting to the spa1vning 
stock. 
A continued fishery in 1985, g1v1ng a catch of 45 000 tonnes as 
estimated for 1984, would increase F from an estimated 0.27 in 1984 to 
0.35 in 1985 and vrould result in a spa1vning stock biomass of about 
110 000 tonnes at spawning time in 1986, Maintaining F at the 1984 
level of 0,27 would give a catch of about 37 000 tonnes in 1985, and 
the spawning stock in 1986 would be about 120 000 tonnes. 
Management by setting Fin 1985 equal to Fo.l (i.e., 0,22) would result 
in a catch of 29 000 tonnes and a spawning stock in 1986 of 130 000 
tonnes. 
Setting Fin 1985 equal to M (i.e., 0.15) gives a catch of 21 000 
tonnes, No fishery on North Sea mackerel in 1985 would result in a 
spawning stock biomass of about 160 000 tonnes in 1986, a decrease of 
about 5% from 1985, shm·ring that the stock will continue to decline 
even without fishing unless recruitment is considerably better than 
assumed. 
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Included in the management options provided is fishing at Fo,l which 
was adopted by ACFM in 1983 for its Western stock advice for 1984 
(Anon., 1984b). It is implicit in adopting this option that it does 
not conflict with the principle of safe biological limits. 
The choice of Fo,l as a management objective is wholly arbitrary, 1•1ith 
only some economic justification (Gulland and Boerema, 1973), The 
computed value of Fo,l for any species may vary considerably with the 
mean weights at age and exploitation pattern. This point is 
illustrated by the comparison bet'I'Teen the North Sea stock (FO,l = 0,22) 
and the Western stock (Fo,l = 0,17). If these parameters vary year 
by year, the selection of FO,l may lead to undesirable fluctuations 
in management advice, It is also worth noting that over the 12-year 
period 1971 to 1983, the value of F4-14 for the North Sea stock has 
only been appreciably higher than 0,22 in four years, yet the stock 
has declined continuously. 
A more stable management option which has some biological basis 
(Shepherd, 1982) is to adopt a catch level where F = M, The 
difference between Fo,l and F = M is smaller for the Western stock 
than for the North Sea stock, but if the objective is to offer con-
sistent advice, the more stable option should be preferred. In the 
case of the North Sea stock, this does not offer a realistic 
alternative to NO FISHING. 
4, MACKEREL - WESTERN AREA 
4.1 The Fishery in 1983 (Sub-areas VI, VII, VIII) 
The landings by each country for the 10-year period 1974-83 are 
shovm in Table 4 ,1, The 1982 figure has been revised and unde+went 
a slight increase, Total estimated landings for 1983 are about 
577 000 tonnes which is about 21 000 tonnes lower than the figure 
recorded for 1982, Table 4.1 also shows the approximate amounts of 
mackerel estimated to have been discarded in Sub-areas VI and VII in 
those years for vThich figures are available (1978-83). The figures 
for discards must be considered as a minimum estimate because 
information is only available from two countries. 
As in recent years, a disturbing aspect of the catch table is the amount 
of •unallocated' catches, which amounts to about 16% of the recorded 
landed catch in 1983, Although the major catches vTere again recorded 
by the United Kingdom (Scotland and England), Ireland and the 
Netherlands, the catch of United Kingdom (Scotland and England) 
decreased by over 20% from the 1982 level. Catches made by the Federal 
Republic of Germany and United Kingdom (Northern Ireland) increased 
substantially compared to 1982, However, it should be noted, as in 
the previous report of the Working Group (Anon., 1984a) that this table 
should not be considered as a reliable indication of the total catches 
taken by some countries because of the problem of unallocated catches. 
The distribution of the catches and discards by Sub-area and by 
quarters is shown in Tables 4.2 and 3·3· The quarterly catches in 
Division VIa have been divided into catches north and south of 58°N 
in order to give an indication of the quantities taken in the North 
Rona fishery. Approximately 52% of the total Division VIa catch 
appears to have been taken north of 58°N in 1983. About 87% of the 
total Division VIa catch was taken in quarters III and IV. 
In Sub-area VII, the percentage of the total catch taken in quarter I 
decreased from 63% in 1982 to 48% in 1983, while the percentage taken 
in quarter IV increased from 13% in 1982 to 27% in 1983 indicating 
some change in the timing of the fishery in this area. 
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The percentage of the total catch taken in each Sub-area has remained 
constant in recent years - approximately 56% of the total catches in 
1983 being taken in Division VIa. 
4.2 Discarding in the Western Area Fisheries 
It has been recognised for some years that discarding of mackerel 
has probably reached very high levels in the western area fisheries, 
particularly in Sub-area VII (Anon., 1980), i'Ti th the exception of 
the winter 1979/80 when considerable effort was put into estimating 
the scale of discarding by direct observation, estimates of discard 
rates in national fisheries have been based largely on the advice of 
individual members of the Working Group. This was still the only 
information available for 1983, but the people offering advice on 
discard rates reported significantly lower values than hitherto, 
The reasons for this decrease in discard rate is a matter largely for 
conjecture, but it is thought that discarding is nov1 no more than 
about 5% in any fishery. In weight, the total discards in 1983 were 
estimated to be: 
Division VIa 
Division VIIa-c 
Division VIId-k 
Catch in Number and Weight at Age 
Division VIa in 1983 
2 500 tonnes 
800 tonnes 
8 000 tonnes. 
The catches taken in this Division in 1983 by Ireland, Netherlands, 
Norway and Scotland ,.,rere sampled for age and amounted to about so% 
of the total international catch in Division VIa. 
To estimate the total catch in numbers at age, the catches by Denmark 
and the Faroes '.,rere raised to Norwegian data, English catches using 
Scottish data, Northern Irish catches using Irish data and Federal 
Republic of Germany catches using Dutch data. 
All age 1-2 fish were allocated to the Western stock and 10% of all 
older age groups ,.,rere allocated to the North Sea stock (see Section 
2.1.3), The Division VIa catches in 1983, as vTell as in 1982, were 
characterised by a much higher proportion of younger fish than in 
previous years. The catch in numbers at age is shown in Table 4·3· 
The catch in numbers at age allocated to the Western stock in 1983 
is given in Table 4•7• Discards were estimated to account for 
about 0.7% of the total. 
Sub-areas VII and VIII in 1983 
Divisions VIIa-c 
----------------Numbers at age data were supplied by the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Ireland and the Netherlands. These three nations accounted for over 
99% of the total catch reported. The English catch was allocated to 
age groups using the Dutch age distribution data, and the French 
catch by the Irish data, 
It was estimated that about 2.5% of the total catch (116 x 106 fish) 
,.,as discarded. 
Divisions VIId-k 
-----------------Information on age distribution was available for catches reported by 
England, Federal Republic of Germany and the Netherlands. Their 
catches accounted for 84% of the total in these Divisions. Danish and 
Irish catches taken in the western English Channel during the first 
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quarter of the year were allocated to age groups using the first 
quarter age distribution from the English fishery. The age distribution 
of the English third quarter fishery was applied to the French catches 
in the summer fishery in the eastern English Channel. 
Discards were estimated to account for about 4% of the total catch 
(1032 x 106 fish). 
Sub-area VIII 
-------------No sampling of commercial fisheries in Sub-area VIII was undertaken. 
The total catch was allocated to age groups by the age distribution of 
the total catch in Divisions VIId-k, 
Revision of 1982 and 1981 data 
A revision had to be made for both 1982 and 1981 to the catch in numbers 
at age taken in Division VIa due to a change in the re-allocation of 
the catches. For the winter fishery north of 58°N, all of the age 
1-2 fish were allocated to the Western stock and 10% of all older age 
groups ivere allocated to the North Sea stock (see Section 2.1.3). 
The catch in numbers at age for the western area is shown in Table 4·4 
for 1982 and in Table 4·5 for 1981, 
The catch in numbers at age for the Western stock are given in Table 4·6 
for 1982 and Table 4,8 for 1981. 
4·3·4 Weight at age 
4·3·4·1 ~~~~~!-~!-~~~-~~-!~~-~!~~~ 
The mean \ofeights at age in the stock at spawning time, v1hich v1ere used 
in earlier Mackerel Working Group reports ( e ,g, Anon., 1984a) shmofed 
a very high mean vTeight at age 9, Mean vTeights at age in the stock ivere, 
therefore, re-estimated by using samples from Dutch commercial freezer 
trawlers in Division VIIj in 1982 (March, April, May and June) and 
in 1983 (March, April and May), vThich were smoothed by fitting a curve 
by eye and rounding them to the nearest 5 grammes (Table 4.14). These 
mean weights at age v1ere used for 1978 and omvards, based on the 
assumption that no changes occurred during those years, 
4·3·4·2 ~~~~~!-~!-~~~-~~-!~~-~~!~~ 
Since there i•Tere differences in the sums of products (SOPs) and actual 
catch, the mean v1eights at age in the catch were updated for 1983 
according to the weighted mean of the annual mean weight at age from 
English, Scottish, Irish, Norwegian and Dutch data (Table 4.14). The 
Working Group recommends that, in the future, the mean weights at age in 
the catch will be determined and updated every year, 
Assessment of the vlestern Stock 
Spa1ming stock biomass estimates from the egg survey in 1983 
During 1983, a plankton survey of the main western area spawning grounds 
v1as undertaken jointly by the Federal Republic of Germany, France, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. The preliminary results of this 
survey v1ere provided in the previous report of this Working Group 
(Anon., 1984a). During February 1984, the results of this survey (and 
also those from recent surveys in the North Sea) were examined in 
greater detail by an ad hoc vlorking Group which has reported separately 
(Anon,, 1984 c). 
In addition to estimating the size of the Western spawning stock in 
number during 1983, the egg survey data for 1980 were re-assessed, and the 
1980 spawning stock in number was revised, No revisions were made to the 
1977 spawning stock estimate, 
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The new spawning stock size estimate are: 
1980 ................. 7310 X 106 fish 
1983 .................. 6985 X 106 fish. 
Cornish hand-line fishery cpue 
Catch per unit effort (cpue) data from the English hand-line fishery 
for mackerel off Cornwall (Lockwood and Dawson, 1976; Dawson, 1979) 
were examined as a possible source of information to measure stock 
abundance and on which to base the estimate of terminal F for the 
VPA. This data set extended from 1972-83 and was available as 
quarterly mean values, Based on the assumption that there had not been 
any significant change in the distribution of Western mackerel during 
the third quarter of the year during the 1972-83 period, the third 
quarter cpue was thought to be a reliable index of stock abundance. 
Age compositions of the hand-line catches have exhibited a broad 
measure of correspondence with the age compositions of the stock (Figure 4.1). With this supporting evidence, it was assumed that 
the third quarter cpue data were a reasonably reliable index of 
the Western stock abundance. 
Total international effort (f), expressed in terms of hand-line 
hook hours, was calculated for each year 1972-83 as the ratio betv1een 
Western stock catch LSOP from the catch in numbers used in the VPA 
run by ACFM in November 1983 (Anon., 1984b.2J and cpue (Table 4·9). 
These effort values were plotted against the values of F3-8 from the 
November 1983 VPA (Anon., 1984b) and two functional regressions 
fitted, one linear and the other a power curve (Figure4.2). Over the 
range of these data, there is no significant difference betv1een the 
t\1/·o regressions. 
The F value predicted for 1983 from the regressions (r = 0,82) was 
0.22. This was used as the terminal F for running a VPA, using 
the exploitation pattern derived by SVPA (see Section 4•4•4). The 
F2-10 (ages exploited by all fisheries throughout the range of the 
stock as well as by the hand-line fishery) values from this VPA v1ere 
used in a new regression of F vs f which predicted an F of 0.21 for 
1983, Use of this F as input to a second VPA resulted in minimal 
changes to F2-10 in most years. A final regression of F vs f again 
predicted an F of 0,21 in 1983. 
Results from the VPA using a terminal F of 0.21 estimated a spawning 
stock size in 1983 of 7612 x 106 fish (11% higher than the 
egg survey estimate) and 8207 x 106 fish-in 1980 (8% higher than the 
revised egg survey estimate). 
Distribution of juvenile fish in the western area (Division VIa) 
During the past tv10 or three years, higher numbers of small fish have 
occurred in the catches taken in Division VIa than previously. 
Initially it vTas thought that this was simply a consequence of the 
higher than average abundance of the 1979 year class. If this were 
the only reason, the prevalence of small fish in Division VIa catches 
should have fallen again, particularly in 1983, as successive year 
class strengths decreased relative to the 1979 year class. Since the 
catches of small fish remained very high, it was assumed that some 
change has taken place independent of year class strength, i.e., a 
shift in the overall distribution of juvenile fish in the western 
area. 
To examine the possibility of a shift in distribution of juvenile fish 
into Division VIa, the abundance of juvenile fish was examined 
Year 
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relative to the total catch of ~lestern stock fish in Division VIa. For 
this purpose, juvenile fish were defined as all those less than age 3· 
The numbers of age 1-2 fish are given as a percentage of the total catch 
each year, 1976-83, in the text table belm•r, (catches in Division VIa 
were not separated from the total vrestern catch in the 1974 or 1975 
Working Group reports,) 
1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 
EN x 1o-6 158·9 166.3 309·3 433.6 436.3 560,2 846.1 i 879·6 
Juveni~es 
x 1o- 8,0 13·9 2.2 2.4 25.9 
1 50.1 231.7 I 95·9 
% juveniles 5.0 8,4 0,7 0.6 5·9 8.9 27·4 10.9 
m x lo-6 9 430 10 746 6 073 4 355 10 183 10 786 i 7 096 3 012 
EN total catch in number 
IR the sum of 0-group recruitment estimates for the preceding two years, 
If there had been a simple shift in distribution of juvenile fish 
towards Division VIa, this should show as an increase in the relative 
abundance with time. In the text table above, it can be seen that there 
have been some changes, but they do not appear to follow a clear trend. 
However, it is apparent that the relative abundance fell when the weak 
1977 year class entered the fishery (1978 and 1979) and then increased 
again as the stronger 1979 and 1980 year classes entered the fishery. 
These fluctuations were examined, relative to year class strength, by 
plotting the percentage values given above against the corresponding 
0-group recruitment estimates, These values, also given in the table 
above, are the sum of two year classes, as the juvenile fish are 
defined as ages 1-2. These data are shown in Figure 4·3· 
A linear regression fitted to the 1976-81 data shows a good correlation 
(r = 0.95). This suggests that, over this period, any fluctuation in 
relative abundance of juvenile fish in Division VIa vras purely a 
function of year class strength. The values for 1982 and 1983 indicate 
a similar trend with respect to year class strength, but their position 
is significantly different from the data for 1976-81. 
The conclusion drawn from these data is that there was a significant 
increase in the abundance of juvenile fish in Division VIa during 1982 
and 1983, which was independent of year class strength, This increase 
is assumed to result from a shift in the distribution of juvenile fish, 
but it is not known whether this results from an extension of total 
distribution, or a translocation of the total juvenile stock towards 
Division VIa, 
Exploitation pattern 
SVPA 1vas used to estimate the exploitation pattern of the fishery on 
the Western mackerel stock, Using the coefficient of variation (CV) 
and the log catch ratio residuals as a guide, a data set comprised of 
ages 1-9 during 1978-83 was found to be most suitable for estimating 
the exploitation pattern (terminal F reference age = 3 years, S = 0.8 
at age 9, M= 0.15, CV= 16'/a). The number of log catch ratio residuals 
in the above data set in excess of the recommended level of 
2 loge ( 1 + CV /lOO) was very small, follo1ved no specific pattern and 
suggested a rather consistent set of catch in numbers at age for the 
~lestern stock. 
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The exploitation pattern at ages 1-9 in 1983 from the extended analysis 
of the SVPA (using terminal populations option) was used to factor 
the terminal F for 1983 for the standard VPA, as this pattern fits 
the 1983 catch data exactly. 
Age 1 2 3 4 5 6 I 7 8 9 I 
s 0,38 1.10 1.00 0.94 0.75 0.88 I 0.64 0.64 0.66 I 
These results indicate a dome-shaped exploitation pattern in 1983 Hith 
a maximum (loo% recruitment) at age 2 follovred by a decline to a 
stable level at ages 7 and older at 60% of the maximum. The exploitation 
pattern in the previous assessment of the Western stock (Anon., 1984a) 
assumed a lOO% recruitment at ages 2 and older. 
Fishing mortality and stock size 
A traditional VPA l'ras run using the output of the separable VPA (see Section 4.4.4) as input for the F values at the oldest true 
ages for the period 1977-82, and to obtain the terminal F pattern in 
1983, The terminal F values for 1983 1vere adjusted by trial and error 
until they produced a spa1ming stock size at spa1ming time in 1283 
corresponding to that calculated from the egg survey: 6985 x 100 (see 
Section 4.4.1). The result \vas F = 0.22 on ages 3-10 Hhich represents 
a 16% increase over the 1982 value (see Table 4.11). The F of 0.22 
in 1983 based on the egg survey estimate of spaHning stook biomass 
is quite close to the F of 0,21 for 1983 based on the Cornish hand-line 
fishery cpue (see Section 4.4.2). Based on this level of correspondence 
between estimates of F in 1983 from two independent sources of 
information, the \'forking Group felt confident in the reliability of 
the results. 
Results of the VPA for the period 1972-83 are given in Tables 4.10-4.12 
and Figure 4·5· For the period 1978-83, the spal'!lling stock biomass has 
shmm a relatively constant declining trend and 1vas at its lo1vest 
historical level in 1983 1vhich oorreBponos to a.. decrease of 36% in 
6 years. 
The spal'ming stook size estimate calculated for 1980 is 8% higher than that 
estimated by the plankton survey in that year, but no adjustment of 
the fishing mortality in 198 3 I•TaS made to match this figure be cause it 
was assumed to lie within the likely confidence limits of the survey 
results (see Table 4.12). 
Recruitment 
The number of recruits at age 1 estimated from VPA is given in Table 
4,12 and Figure 4·5· Aside from the relatively weak 1977 year class, 
recruitment \vas at a fairly constant level in all years until the 1982 
year class. Based on the exploitation pattern applied to the terminal 
F in the VPA, the 1982 year class l•ras estimated to be as 1veak as the 
1977 year class (about 500 x 106 at age 1) and only 13% of the level of 
the 1978-81 year classes. 
£~~~~E~~~!_!~~~~E~-~~~~ 
Hitherto there has been no information available on the strength of 
recruiting year classes in the Western stock lvhich could be used in the 
assessment. The only indications have been the 1-group stock levels 
estimated by the VPA, and this has been determined by the 1-group catch 
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levels and the exploitation pattern assigned to that age group for 
determining the terminal F. Clearly this has not been satisfactory, 
particularly as the level of 1-group recruitment in the most recent 
year of the VPA can have a significant effect on the spawning stock 
biomass in the last year of the stock forecast. 
An analysis of some English commercial fishery data was carried out 
to derive an index of 1-group recruitment. The data analysed refer to 
English landings by purse seiners fishing in Divisions VIle and f 
during the fourth quarter of the year, 1976 to 1983 1 and similarly, 
landings made by pair trawlers. (This latter distinction was made to 
eliminate any bias which might result from freezer trawlers landing 
mixed Division catches,). A simple index of recruitment was calculated 
as the number of 0- and 1-group fish per tonne of fish landed. 
Regressions were then fitted to these data (Table 4,13) against their 
corresponding year class strengths calculated by VPA. 
With correlation coefficients of 0.14 for the purse-seine and 0,36 
for the pair-trawl data, it is clear that very little can be deduced 
from commercial catch rates of 0-group fish. The catch rate in 1977 
vras very low, corresponding vli th a vreak year class, but the 1982 
year class is thought to be weak, yet the 0-group catch rates were 
higher than for the strong 1979 year class. 
The correlation coefficients for the 1-group data are appreciably 
better, but it can be seen (Figure 4•4) that the relationship is highly 
dependent on the 1977 year class, From the·se data it cannot be 
ascertained what shape the relationship may follow, but the correlation 
coefficient can be improved (0.73 to 0,87 for purse seine, and 0.55 
to 0.76 for pair trawl) by means of a semi-log plot. 
The two sets of data are shown to demonstrate that there is an 
inherent consistency in the data. The pair-tra-.rl data include an 
additional observation (1974 year class) as the purse seiners did not 
commence fishing in Divisions VIle and f before 1976. Due to the 
exclusion of purse seiners from the "box" around Cornwall, there is 
only an observation of the 1-group catch rate by pair trawlers in 
1983 (1982 year class). (This datum was not included in the 
regression.) The catch rate is very low, similar to the 1977 year 
class value, and the VPA also indicates that the strength of the 
two year classes is similar. 
While these regressions are highly dependent on the 1977 data, it is 
significant that the low 1977 year class strength and catch rate 
coincide, and also that they are clearly separated from the other 
data. This supports the evidence that the 1982 year class is also 
very weak. 
~~~~~E~~-!~~~~!-~~~~ 
As yet, there are no standardised young ·fish surveys in the western 
area, although the Fisheries Laboratory, Lowestoft, has fished for 
mackerel each vrinter for the past eight years. Initially this 
fishing was restricted to trace identification in support of mackerel 
acoustic surveys in Divisions VIle and f (Lockwood and Johnson, 1976), 
but since 1979, the range has been extended to include the Celtic Sea 
and Bay of Biscay. 
As the available data do not comprise a time series of standardised 
samples, there are no clear trends, and it is difficult to draw 
firm conclusions. However, the very strong 1979 year class was 
reflected in high 0- and 1-group catches, vrhile the weak 1982 year 
class resulted in low catch rates. 
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During December 1983, an extensive survey was made of the Celtic Sea 
and Bay of Biscay. In addition to using demersal and pelagic tra'!>rls, 
as during previous surveys, Isaac-Kidd, Boothbay and Neuston nets 
vrere also used. Despite this range of sampling gear and the area 
covered, only three 0-group mackerel were caught, This was inter-
preted as indicative of a weak 1983 year class. The catch rates of 
1-group fish during this cruise (1982 year class) were also lmv. 
The above information from both commercial fishery and research vessel 
data was not used in any quantitative sense in this assessment. 
There is the possibility, as well, that the reduced catch rates 
observed for the 1982 and 1983 year classes could be related to a shift 
in distribution (see Section 4•4•3). 
Forecasts for the Western Stock 
Exploitation pattern 
The exploitation pattern determined by the SVPA for the 1978-83 
period indicated a 100% recruitment at age 3 follo'\>red by a decline to 
a stable level of so% at age 6 and older. 
Age 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 I 
s 0.39 0.83 1.00 0.92 0.85 0.80 o.so 0.80 o.so 1 
Concern was expressed as to the appropriate exploitation pattern to be 
used in forecasting the catch in 1984-85, particularly 1li th respect to 
the exploitation pattern for ages 1-2, During the 1978-83 period, 
there were rather high catches of 1-2 fish resulting in S values of 
0.39 and 0.83, respectively (see text table above), Implementation of 
the closed area in the Celtic Sea in November 1983 to reduce the catch 
of mackerel less than 30 cm total length (effectively ages 1-2) should 
in theory result in a significant reduction in the catch of age 1-2 fish 
in 1984-85, However, there is evidence that some age 1-2 fish vrill 
still be vulnerable in areas outside of the closed area in Sub-area VII. 
ln addition, there were significant increases in the relative proportion 
of age 1-2 fish caught in Division VIa fisheries in 1982-83, compared 
to earlier years, indicating a possible northerly shift in the distri-
bution of young fish in the Western stock to\vard Division VIa (see 
Section 4, 4, 3) , Based on all of this evidence, the Working Group \vas 
doubtful whether the relative catch of age 1-2 fish would actually 
diminish in 1984-85, Being unable to make any reliable estimates as 
to possible future changes in the exploitation pattern, it \•ras decided 
to adopt the constant pattern estimated by SVPA for 1978-83 for the 
catch and stock forecasts and the yield per recruit analysis (Table 
4·14). 
Yield per recruit and F0 , 1 
Among the management options vrhich the Working Group is asked to 
present each year is that related to Fo,l• The Working Group on 
Methods of Fish Stock Assessments (Anon., 1983) has drawn attention 
to the fact that vrhere assessments are made on an age distribution 
which is truncated, relative to the true age distribution in the stock, 
the value for F0 , 1 may be overestimated. The 1'lestern mackerel stock 
assessment is based on just such a truncated age distribution; there-
fore,the effects on F0 , 1 of extending the age distribution were 
examined, 
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Tvro trial runs >·Tere made, one using calculated ( von :Bertalanffy) mean 
vTeights at age, and the other using observed weights at age from the 
English winter fishery 1982/83. 
Mean weights at age \'/ere calculated for ages 1-20 by fitting a von 
:Bertalanffy growth curve to the western area catch mean weights at age. 
Mean weights for age 10+ and 15+ groups were calculated by taking 
the arithmetic mean weight of ages 10-20 and 15-20 years, respectively. 
The mean weight at age 20 was so close to Woo that it could be taken 
as the mean weight of the 20+ age group. Three runs of the yield per 
recruit program were made using maximum age groups of 10+, 15+ and 20+. 
In each case, Fo,l = 0.17 and Fmax = 0.42. This value for Fo.l was 
the value adopted by ACFM for managing the stock in 1984, 
Mean weights at age in the English winter fishery 1982/83 were available 
for ages 1-17, Mean vTeights were calculated for three plus groups: 
10+, 12+ and 15+, and the Y/R program v1as run over these age ranges. 
As before, extending the age range did not influence Fo.l or Fmax 
significantly; in each case, the values were: F0 , 1 = 0.14 and F = 0.28, 
max 
It is assumed that this stability in the computed values of F0 , 1 is a 
function of the flat-topped growth curve, vlhere the mean weight of the 
10+ age group is close to w~. It was concluded that extending the 
age distribution of the data in the Western stock assessment vlill not 
influence the calculation of FO,l significantly, 
Recruitment 
There is no quantitative estimate available concerning the strength of 
the 1983 year class. Hov1ever, based on English research vessel data 
(see Section 4,4,6) which indicated that the 1983 year class was weak, 
the prognosis v1as carried out assuming this year class to be of the same 
size as the v1eak 1977 and 1982 year classes (500 x 106 fish at age 1), 
The 1984 and 1985 year classes \'/ere set at 1000 x 106 fish at age 1 for 
the purposes of the prognosis. Although no evidence exists for a 
stock/recruitment relationship for Western mackerel, two weak year 
classes have occurred in succession (1982 and 1983), with the spawning 
stock biomass nm·T at a record lo>'l level. The Working Group felt that 
setting the 1984 and 1985 year classes at the level of 1000 x 106 fish 
was a conservative approach, which is in agreement with the levels set 
for the prognosis in the 1983 assessment (Anon., 1984a). 
Catch and stock projections 
The Working Group assumed that there would be no effective enforcement 
of the agreed TAC of 430 000 tonnes for the western area in 1984 and 
that the total catch for the Western stock would be 650 000 tonnes. 
A series of forecasts was run assuming that level of catch in 1984 
using the input parameters given in Table 4.14, Stock numbers by age 
on 1 January 1984 v1ere obtained from the VPA (Table 4.13), 
Although the closed area around Cornwall has been in force since 
November 1983, its full benefit on the spawning stock may not be 
achieved for 2-3 years, Therefore, no account was taken of this closure 
when running the forecasts for 1985 and 1986, 
The results of the forecast are presented in Table 4.15. F3-10 required 
to produce a 1984 catch of 650 000 tonnes would be 0.26, which 
represents an 18% increase over the 1983 level. The spawning stock 
biomass at spawning time would be about 1900 x 103 tonnes in 1984, 
Maintaining this catch level in 1985 and 1986 would correspond to an 
F3-10 of 0.36 and would reduce the spawning stock biomass to about 
1000 x 103 tonnes in 1986. 
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A reduction of the fishing mortality to the level of M (0,15) in 1985 
and 1986 would result in a catch of about 300 000 tonnes in 1985 and a 
spawning stock biomass of 1400 x 103 in 1986. It must be pointed out 
that this level of F, which represents a reduction of about 30% from 
the 1983 level, i•Tas considered as a management reference point by ACFM 
in years previous to 1983. 
Due to the poor level of recruitment of both the 1982 and 1983 year 
classes, it must be noted that even a total ban on the fishery in 1985 
and in 1986 would not prevent the spa1ming stock biomass from reaching 
a new historical minimum of 1700 x 103 tonnes in 1986, which is 50% of the 
1978 biomass level. In such circumstances, the Working Group again 
felt very concerned by the continuing absence of effective enforcement 
of TACs in the western area. 
5, MACKEREL IN SU:B-AREA IX 
5.1 The Fishery in 1983 
The total catches of mackerel from Sub-area IX are shown in Table 5.1. 
There was no information available on Spanish catches in 1983, so the 
Working Group assumed them to be at the same level as in 1982 (800 tonnes). 
The Portuguese ea tch amounted to 2 239 tonnes, ivhich represents a 38% 
drop from the 1982 figure, 
From biological sampling, it appears that about 40% of the catches >vere 
immature fish (Table 5.2). 
5.2 :Biological Information 
Research on growth and on reproduction of mackerel on the western coast of 
the Iberian Peninsula has been conducted by Portugal since 1981. The 
results which were presented to the Working Group (Gordo and Martins, 
C,M,l984) suggest that there are significant differences in both growth 
rate and the maturity ogive between mackerel in Portuguese waters and 
mackerel usually attributed to the Western stock. No information 
is available on the northern boundary of the distribution of the mackerel 
found in Portuguese waters, but the Working Group felt that there 
was enough biological evidence to conclude that the mackerel in Division 
IXa belong to a different population. 
Due to the scarcity of information on the fishery and the lack of 
information on Spanish catches, no analytical assessment of the stock 
was possible and no recommendation was proposed for management. 
6. PREDATION MORTALITY ON MACKEREL 
The only quantitative information available concerning predation on 
mackerel was that presented by Daan (1983) for North Sea cod. This 
indicated that only a very low percentage of mackerel occurs in the 
diet of cod in the North Sea area. Very few mackerel were found in 
the sai the and i'Thi ting stomachs analysed at the present time in the 
international stomach sampling project \Gislason, 1983; Hislop et al., 
1983). --
In such circumstances, no estimate could be made of predation mortality 
for either mackerel stook, 
7• CHANGES IN WEIGHT AT AGE AND AGE AT FIRST MATURITY ON STOCK AND SPAWNING 
STOCK :BIOMASS 
There were no data available to the Working Group to indicate changes for 
mackerel in mean weights at age in the stook and in age at first 
maturity over the range of years ivhioh might suggest that they v1ould have 
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an influence on the spawning stock biomass estimates. It is possible 
that data may become available in the future to examine the likelihood 
of such changes and their potential effect on stock biomass estimates. 
8, EFFECTS OF A BAN ON FISHING IN DIVISION VIa 
8,1 Terms of Reference 
Several days before the meeting began, the Working Group received from 
the Chairman of ACFM, the following request from EEC: 
"Eastern mackerel stock: ACFM recommendation that fishing for mackerel 
should be banned in ICES Division VIa north of 58°N during the 
period 1 November to 30 April. 
The Working Group has been requested: 
1. to provide on a monthly basis estimates of the proportion of 
mackerel of eastern stock origin in the area to which the 
ACFM recommendation applies; 
2, to assess quantitatively the effects of the recommendation on 
the evolution of the eastern mackerel stock under the 
following conditions, 
a) closure throughout the period recommended by ACFM, 
b) closure from 1 December to 30 April, 
c) closure from 1 to 31 December and from 1 March to 30 April. 
Request l is considered self-explanatory in the context of the 
explanation for request 2. 
The reports of ACFM do not evaluate quantitatively the effects of 
the ban on the evolution of the eastern mackerel stock. It would 
be useful for management to have estimates of the evolution of the 
size of the stock under the three conditions a) to c) listed above 
compared with what would happen if there were no ban. For the 
purpose of these comparisons it could be assumed either that no 
fishing took place in the North Sea, as recommended by ACFM, or that 
a catch equal to the TAC agreed between the EEC and Norway was 
taken. 
The background to this request is that various countries have 
requested that the ban should be implemented during different 
periods. For example, it has been argued that during November the 
proportion of the eastern mackerel stock in the area to which the 
ban should apply may be very low and that, for this reason, the ban 
should not be applied, Furthermore, it is argued that the effect of 
a ban in November would be to divert the mackerel fleets to the 
fishery to the south and west of Ireland and the U.K. with possible 
deleterious effects on the western mackerel stock. 
It is suggested that the results could be presented as a series 
of four graphs showing stock size against time for no ban on fishing 
and for the three alternatives listed above." 
8,2 Proportion of North Sea Mackerel in Division VIa North of 58°N 
In relation to request 1 in the above terms of reference, the Working 
Group was unable to provide such data on a monthly basis, It was 
only able to estimate proportions of North Sea stock from tagging 
data, and the returns on a monthly basis were much too small to allow 
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any confidence to be placed in the resulting estimates. As 
explained in Section 2 1 the best estimates which can be provided on 
an annual basis for the entire period which has been proposed for closure 
are that in each of the years 1981-83, the North Sea stock proportion 
of the catch of fish age 3 and older was 10%. As explained 
there, even this proportion is subject to considerable reservations. 
The age 1-2 fish caught in the area and period under consideration, 
which in 1982 and 1983 constituted a much larger proportion of the 
catch than in preceding years, are considered to be of the illestern 
stock, The estimates of the catch in vreight of North Sea stock 
fish and the total catch in weight of both stocks in the relevant 
area and period in 1981-83 are given in the text table below: 
North Sea stock Total catch 
(tonnes) (tonnes} 
1981 4 404 44 144 
1982 7 547 99 546 
1983 6 218 88 557 
The reduced proportion of the total catch in weight in 1982-83 
ascribable to the North Sea stock is due to the higher proportion 
of age 1-2 fish in the fishery in those years. The proportions of the 
North Sea stock in the fishery, based on these estimates, are there-
fore quite small. This appears to represent a major change from the 
proportions of North Sea stock in the catches estimated at the time 
when ACFMts recommendation of a prohibition of this fishery was first 
made. The changes which have taken place in recent years in the 
age composition of the catches taken in this fishery supports the 
changes in the estimated proportions of the ti·TO stocks from the 
tagging data. 
8.3 Assessment of the Effects of a Fishing Ban on the North Sea Stock 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Jan -
Nov -
Jan -
In view of i'lhat is said above about estimating the monthly proportions 
of the two stocks in the catches, it is clear that any assessment of 
the effects of closures during different time periods of the fishery 
in Division VIa north of 58°N can be based only on the relative size 
of the catches taken during different time periods, Sufficiently 
detailed catch data for this purpose are available only for 1982 and 
1983, For these years, the catches in weight of both stocks and 
the catches in numbers at age of the North Sea stock are: 
Total Numbers at age (x lo-3) 
1982 catch 
(tonnes) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 
30 Apr, 99 546 7 098 3 678 343 2 434 1 841 1 204 1 144 2 407 31 Dec 
30 Apr, 
Dec 
- 31 Dec 32 169 2 741 1 967 222 1 311 786 498 423 970 
Mar - 30 Apr, 17 098 1 620 827 85 604 378 243 233 455 Dec 
- 31 Dec 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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Total Numbers at age (x l0-3) 
1983 catch 
(tonnes) 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ 
Jan - 30 Apr, 88 557 9 298 5 334 1 546 182 762 669 401 1 261 Nov - 31 Dec 
Jan - 30 Apr, 29 505 3 282 1 893 778 85 521 339 130 566 Dec 
Mar 
Dec 
- 31 Dec 
- 30 Apr, 17 843 1 888 900 453 60 189 157 53 271 
- 31 Dec 
On the basis of these data and the total catches in numbers by age group 
taken from the North Sea stock (Tables 3·7 and 3.8), the fishing 
mortality rates generated on the North Sea stock by this fishery can be 
estimated in each of the time periods and years, as well as the stock 
size in each year up to January 1984 if this fishery had been closed 
in 1982 and 1983 during these time periods, These predictions should 
be reasonably accurate provided the estimates of mixing rates used are 
approximately correct. 
To estimate the continued effects of these closures beyond January 1984 
it is necessary to estimate the catch in weight and its age composition 
vThich will be taken in the relevant periods in 1984 and subsequent 
years, the mixing rates of the two stocks, and the catches which will be 
taken from the North Sea stock in other areas. The following assumptions 
were made: (a) the catches of the Western stock will be 650 000 tonnes 
in both 1984 and 1985; (b) the catches of the North Sea stock will be 
45 000 tonnes in both 1984 and 1985 in the absence of any closure in 
the relevant area and time periods in Division VIa north of 58°N; and 
(c) the pattern of the fishery in the v1estern area in time and space 
will be maintained at the average of 1982 and 1983, 
As regards (c), the proportion of the total catch taken in the relevant 
area and during the maximum time period proposed for closure was 0,160 
in 1982 and 0.152 in 1983• These are very similar, and accordingly the 
mean value of 0,156 was used to estimate the proportion of the 
\'lestern stock catch vThich will be taken in this area and time period 
in 1984 and 1985. In both years, the Western stock catch would be 
101 400 tonnes. In both 1982 and 1983, the proportion of the North Sea 
stock catch to the Western stock catch, in weight, was approximately 
0,07 and this value was used to estimate, in both years, the catch in 
weight of the North Sea stock which \•Tould be taken in this area ever 
the maximum period of closure, This would mean a North Sea stock catch 
of 7 120 tonnes in both years. 
To do the predictions for the maximum period specified (1 November -
30 April), a prediction was run to generate a catch of 37 888 tonnes 
( 45 000-7 120) in both years, given the North Sea stock at 1 January 
1984 vThich '\'Tould have been available if this closure had been in effect 
since 1982, 
For shorter period closures, the mean proportions of the Fs generated 
in these periods in 1982 and 1983 relative to the Fs generated in the 
longest period in these years were used to make adjustments to the Fs 
used for the longest period in 1984 and 1985, These in turn were applied 
to the stocks which v1ould have been available at 1 January 1984 if the 
closures during the appropriate periods had been in force since 1982. 
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To gauge the relative effects of the proposed closures in this area to 
those of fisheries in other areas where the North Sea stock is fished, 
estimates were also made of the size of the North Sea mackerel spawning 
stock if all fisheries on it had been closed at 1 January 1982 
(Table 8,1), The results of all of these estimations are given in 
the text table below, expressed as percentage changes in spawning stock 
biomass relative to that which the current assessment gives as the 
actual value in 1982, The results are expressed as spa\'rning stock 
biomass since this should be the major management consideration in a 
stock such as North Sea mackerel \'Thich is in a badly depleted state 
and in ivhich recruitment has been at a very low level for many years, 
~ing Regime Spawning stock Spa1ming stock Spa1ming stock Spawning stock biomass 1982 biomass 1983 biomass 1984 biomass 1985 
No fishing in 
+2.2% +27.1% +45 ·4% +40.1% any area 
Closure in Div. 
I VIa N of 58°N +0.5% +9.6% +9.4% -12.2% 1 Nov - 30 Apr I I I Closure in Div. 
VIa N of 58°N +0.2% +7 .2% +5·4% -14.2% 
1 Dec - 30 Apr 
Closure in Div. 
VIa N of 58°N 
+0.1% +6.2% +4.1% -18.8% 1 - 31 Dec + 
1 Mar - 30 Apr 
Fishing in all 
areas as at +O.o% +3·3% +1.6% -21.1% 
present 
In the above text table, it is clear that under the present regime of 
continued fishing in all areas vrl1ere th.e l~orth Sea stock is exploited, 
the spaivning stock biomass will increase slightly from the 1982 level 
up to 1984 because of the recruitment of the slightly stronger 1981 and 
1982 year classes to the spa1ming stock in 1984 and 1985, But the 
spaHning stock Hill decrease again markedly in 1986 due to the loH 
recruitment levels by subsequent year classes. Closures of the mackerel 
fishery in Division VIa north of 58°N, even for the maximum period 
envisaged, and if they had been put into operation in 1982 1 Hould have 
had little effect in reducing this decline. 
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The relative effects of the different management regimes can be seen 
in the text table below, vlhich expresses the percentage increase in 
each year measured as the percentage change from the spaHning stock 
biomass in that year under the present regime of no closure in any 
area. 
Fishing Regime Spawning stock Spa;ming stock Spawning stock Spa;ming stock biomass 1982 biomass 1983 biomass 1984 biomass 1985 
No fishing in +2.2'/o +23.1% +43.1% +77:-l any area 
Closure in Div. 
VIa N of 58°N +0o5'/o +6.1% +7.6% +11.3% 
1 Nov - 30 Apr 
Closure in Div. 
VIa N of 58°N +0.2'/o +3 ·7% +3 ·7% +8.8'/o 
1 Dec - 30 Apr 
Closure in Div. 
VIa N of 58°N +0.1'/o +2.8'/o +2·4% +3.0% l - 31 Dec + 
l Mar -· 30 Apr I 
___J 
From these values it is clear that any closure in Division VIa will 
have a negligible effect in increasing the spa;ming stock biomass 
of the North Sea stock relative to that Hhich Hould be produced by 
prohibiting fishing on the stock in Sub-area IV and Division IIIa 
i·There the major catches of this stock are taken, 
HORSE MACKEREL 
The Horse Mackerel Fisheries 
Total catches (Sub-areas IV; VI; VII; VIII e,nd IX) 
Total catch for the area has been beti·Teen 103 000 and 140 000 tonnes 
since 1979, and in 1983 the estimated catch v1as 121 000 tonnes 
(Table 9.1). The catch in 1976 reached a peak of 372 500 tonnes due to 
the USSR fishery in the area, Hhich stopped in 1978-79• It must be 
indicated, hov1ever, that there is a great deal of uncertainty associated 
i'lith the amount and location of horse mackerel catches over the entire 
area and period, 
Catches in Sub-areas VII, VIII and IX represent 85'/o of the total 
catch in the whole area (Table 9.1). The principal fisheries are 
conducted by the Netherlands (Sub-area VII), Spain (Sub-area VIII) 
and Portugal (Sub-area IX), 
Catches from Sub-areas IV and VI are given in Tables 9.2 and 9·3· 
Sub-area VII 
Catches from Sub-area VII fluctuated betv1een 33 000 tonnes and 
46 000 tonnes during 1979-82, In 1983, the catch increased to 
43 600 tonnes, of which about 80'/o was caught by the Netherlands 
(Table 9.4). 
During the mackerel spaiming season in 1983 in Division VIIj, the 
Netherlands caught 20 000 tonnes of horse mackerel as by-catch. 
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In Division VIIe, there is a directed fishery on young horse 
mackerel (7 000 tonnes in 1983) conducted also by the Netherlands, 
A United Kingdom catch of 1 200 tonnes was taken in Sub-area VII 
in 1983, compared to a peak of 13 000 tonnes in 1980. The catches 
taken by France have ranged from 2 300 to 4 700 tonnes. 
Sub-area VIII 
In Sub-area VIII, catches have dropped in the last seven years from 
130 000 tonnes to about 21 000 tonnes. This drop reflects the changes 
in the Spanish catches in this Sub-area, which account for over 90% 
of the landings (Table 9.5). Catches by gear and catch rates (for 
Spain) ivere presented in 1981 (Anon., 1981) shoi'r:Lng a decreasing trend 
for all the gears from 1978 to 1981, Similar data are not available 
for subsequent years. 
Sub-area IX 
Catches in Sub-area IX reached a peak of 67 000 tonnes in 1977 and 
decreased in subsequent years to a level of 38 000 tonnes in 1983 
(Table 9.5). 
Portuguese catches are about 75% of the total. They show a peak 
in 1977 and a decreasing trend since then to 1983 (30 000 tonnes), 
Portuguese catch rates (Table 9.9) indicate a concomitant decrease 
over time, but did not undergo an increase from 1982 to 1983. 
Biological Sampling 
Length compositions 
Length compositions of the catches in 1983 by gear for the fisheries 
in Sub-areas VII and IX are given in Table 9.6. 
The pelagic trawl fishery conducted by the Netherlands in Sub-area VII 
shows a mode at 34 cm. Length distributions from English commercial 
catches in Division VIIe indicate a single mode at 31 cm, Length 
distributions from Portuguese commercial landings in Sub-area IX are 
bimodal at 13-15 cm (0-1 group) and 32 cm for all gears, and indicate 
that a. very high proportion of the catch is very young fish, 
From length compositions for Division IXa in 1983, it can be seen that 
there is a relative scarcity in the catch in numbers in the 22-29 cm 
group i'Thich has been a constant feature of the catch compositions in 
the previous years, both in Divisions VIIIc and IXa (Anon., 1982). 
This phenomenon may be due to a possible decrease in availability of 
that size group to the fishery for unknown reasons. 
Growth parameters, maturity and sex ratios 
Estimates of growth parameters have been prepared by scientists from 
different countries, but because of uncertainties about the 
reliability of ageing techniques for horse mackerel, the reliability of 
these data is uncertain. 
From Division IXa, data in 1983 on maturity stages by length group 
confirm the length at first maturity of 23 cm and a spawning season 
from January to June with a peak during February. The 1983 sex ratio 
appeared to be 1:1 as in the previous year. 
Otolith exchange 
As a result of a recommendation by the 1983 Working Group (Anon., 1984a), 
a programme of otolith exchange was started among the countries 
involved in horse mackerel fisheries, Only the results of the readings 
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by the Netherlands and England were available at the time of the 
meeting. They show good agreement at ages 1-3 but increasing 
differences appear on older age group readings (Table 9·7)• 
The same otoliths will be read by France, Scotland, Portugal, Spain 
and the Federal Republic of Germany in preparation for a workshop 
on the interpretation of horse mackerel otolith readings already 
proposed by the vlorking Group (Anon., 1982), 
9·3 Assessment of Horse Mackerel in Sub-areas VII, VIII and IX 
In the absence of information about stock identity, the data from each 
area vrere considered separately. 
Sub-area VII 
Horse mackerel eggs were sampled during the vlestern mackerel egg survey 
cruises in 1977, 1980 and 1983. 
The 1980 and 1983 data have not been completely analysed (Anon 1 1984c) and 
an assessment of the stock based on those data cannot be done until 
the egg analysis is completed. 
Sub-area VIII 
Since the Western mackerel egg surveys also covered Divisions VIIIa,b, 
the problem identified above (see Section 9.3.1) also applies here, 
Length compositions of the catch are available from the Spanish fishery 
in Division VIIIc (Anon., 1981, 1982) only for 1980-82. Catch at age 
data for 1982 were presented at the 1983 Working Group meeting (Anon., 
1984a), Lacking any other data, an assessment vras not possible for this 
Sub-area, 
Sub-area IX 
Estimates of mlnlmum stock biomass from stratified random trawl surveys 
in 1979-82 (Cardador, 1983) fluctuated from year to year and follm·r 
no specific trend, The 1983 estimate was the highest level in the time 
series (19 509 ± 12 000 tonnes). 
Recruitment indices were estimated for 1981-83 (Table 9.8) using bottom-
trai'll survey data (Barges, 1983). They indicate vreak recruitment 
(individuals S 20 cm) in 1981, followed by an increase in 1982 and 1983. 
The Portuguese data available for Division IXa (Table 9·9) also indicate 
a high catch rate in 1983 and good recruitment of the 0-group. 
A Schaefer surplus production model was applied to the total inter-
national catches and the Portuguese commercial trawl cpue for the period 
1969-83 (Table 9·9 and Figure 9.1). The MSY obtained is about 
60 000 tonnes corresponding to a cpue of 112 kg per hour trawling and 
an effort level equivalent to 500 000 hours trawling. The catch in 1983 
was estimated to be 38 000 tonnes. The 1983 level of effort exceeded the 
effort corresponding to the maximum yield by about 25% but was closer to 
this~vel than was the 1982 effort which exceeded the level corresponding 
to maximum yield by 45%· The location of virtually all of the data 
points on the right hand side of the yield curve is indicative of a long 
period of excessive exploitation. 
Given the unreliability of ageing data, it vras impossible to specify 
a reasonably accurate exploitation pattern by age or mean weights at 
age in order to do a yield per recruit analysis. An analysis done at 
the 1982 meeting (Anon., 1982) indicated an Fmax of 0.2, assuming first 
capture at age 0 1 and the potential for considerable increase in both 
yield and spawning stock biomass per recruit by increasing the age at 
first capture to age 3 or 4. 
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Catch curve analysis of 1983 age compositions (ages 1-4) indicated a 
Z of 1.3 (F = 1.1 if M= 0,2), This indicates that present levels 
of F on young ages is vastly in excess of the likely Fmax point. 
As stated previously (Anon., 1982), the main feature of this fishery 
is the heavy exploitation of ages 0-1, ivhich seriously reduces the 
number of fish available for recruitment to the spaiming stock, The 
current fishing pattern of catching mainly age 0-1 fish must be 
drastically changed in order to increase potential yield, 
10, MACKEREL EGG SURVEYS 
The terms of reference to the ad hoc Working Group on Mackerel Egg 
Surveys (Anon., 1984c) included the. request for advice on the need 
for, and frequency of, further egg surveys, The ad hoc Working 
Group did not offer advice since it considered it-more-appropriate 
that it be discussed by the Mackerel Working Group. 
Due to the low level of the North Sea stock, it is recommended that 
assessment by egg survey be carri~d out frequently, If the surveys 
are made annually, there would probably be less ship time available 
than if they were undertaken in alternate years, If sampling 
intensity is reduced, there is a concomitant increase (widening) in 
the confidence intervals about the egg production estimate, It i'Tas 
decided, therefore, that intensive surveys in the North Sea should 
be undertaken every two years to ensure the best possible assess-
ment, 
The vlestern spawning area is substantially larger than the spawning 
area in the North Sea. To achieve a comparable level of sampling 
intensity to the North Sea and comparable confidence intervals about 
the egg production estimate, a proportionately greater amount of 
ship time ivould be required, It i'Tas thought most unlikely that the 
level of sampling intensity achieved in 1983 could be repeated on a 
2-year cycle, but it should be possible every third year. 
A North Sea survey will be carried out in 1984 by Denmark, the 
Netherlands, Norway and Scotland. The Working Group recommends that 
this survey should be followed by another in 1986, 
At present, no plans are in hand for a Western stock survey. The 
Working Group recommends that another be carried out in 1986, 
This Working Group also wishes to support the recommendation of the 
ad hoc Working Group that fishing be done during the plankton 
surveys to sample the spawning population, and that further work 
should be carried out on mackerel fecundity, The specific problem 
with existing fecundity data from the North Sea is i'Tell knmm 
(see Section 3.3.1), but fecundity relationships should be ideally 
re-assessed i'ri th each new egg survey. Re-assessment may be 
particularly important if the stock size changes significantly, as 
fecundity may change as a function of stock density, 
11. DEFICIENCIES IN DATA 
The Working Group again considered the deficiencies in data necessary 
to make accurate assessments. These deficiencies have previously 
been considered by the 1982 and 1983 Working Groups (Anon., 1982; 
Anon., 1984a). 
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11.1 Mackerel 
Catch statistics 
----------------
Information is lacking about the location of many of the catches made 
by Ireland, N. Ireland, Netherlands, Federal Republic of Germany, 
Denmark, Faroes and Spain. This information is particularly important 
for catches made in Division VIa, Detailed information is also 
required about these catches on a monthly basis. If possible, sampling 
data from the catches should be supplied on a monthly basis per 
statistical rectangle. As mentioned earlier in the report, the Working 
Group is still concerned about the amounts of catches in the 
'unallocated' category and the resulting uncertainty associated 1vith 
the estimates of total catch, Obviously the accuracy of the assess-
ments is dependent on the accuracy of the total catch data. 
~~~~!:-:!!!~!~~ 
The lack of precise information about the rate of m1x1ng between the 
t1·10 stocks in Divisions IIa, IVa and VIa is one of the major problems 
in assessing the mackerel stocks. During most Working Group meetings, 
there is insufficient time for proper presentation, analysis, and 
discussion of all data which might offer ne1v insight concerning 
mixing rates~ Consequently, the Working Group recommends that its 
meeting in 1985 be extended for 2 additional days, and that this extra 
time be devoted to the above-stated purpose, The Working Group, 
therefore, requests that its members collect, assemble, and analyse 
data and prepare 1vorking papers or documents pertaining to such topics 
as: tagging results (including data by age groups), parasite 
studies, electrophoretic studies, otolith 11 studies, geographical 
distribution of the fisheries and stocks, age and length distributions, 
and other biological parameters which may offer clues to mixing rates 
of the two stocks. 
Age data are lacking from the catches taken by Spain, France, Faroes, 
N.Ireland and Denmark, In the absence of age materials, length 
frequencies of catches would be useful, since age/length keys from 
other countries could be used, It viaS also agreed by the Working 
Group to provide age compositions for the Western stock to age 15+· 
Since some countries routinely age mackerel to at least age 15+, those 
members with such data for previous years should summarize these in 
time for the 1985 meeting to facilitate necessary revisions to the 
catch in numbers by age group used in the VPA, Since some members 
expressed concern over their uncertainty in being able to age mackerel 
beyond age 10+, it was agreed that an otolith exchange among 
countries should be done as soon as possible, This exchange will be 
coordinated by Wendy Dawson of the Fisheries Laboratory, Lowestoft 
(United Kingdom), 
Other data 
----------
There is still not sufficient information available to adequately 
forecast recruitment levels. Mean weights at age applicable to the 
catch in numbers at age need to be developed on an annual basis. 
As mentioned previously, fecundity data need to be collecteo each 
time a new egg survey is conducted. 
- 27 -
11,2 Horse Mackerel 
£~~£~-~~~~!~~!£~ 
Information is lacking concerning Spanish catches, which represent most 
of the catch in Sub-area VIII. Discard estimates by various countries 
a:I'e not available, and discard is considered to be quite high. Total 
catches are unreliable given the above-stated problems. 
!~~!~~ 
Available age compositions are considered unreliable in view of 
observed differences in ageing between countries. As stressed 
previously, otolith exhanges and a workshop on the interpretation 
of otolith readings are considered necessary. 
~~~£~-!~~~~!~;r 
Data are not available to identify and separate the different stocks 
of horse mackerel in Sub-areas IV, VI, VII, VIII and IX. 
Assessment 
----------The overall data base required to assess the status of horse mackerel 
in the different areas are insufficient. Much of the difficulty 
relates to the above-mentioned problems. As mentioned previously, 
additional processing and analysis are required before material 
collected during the 1980 and 1983 mackerel egg surveys can be used, 
Information is very limited concerning mortality estimates, recruitment, 
biomass estimates, measures of relative abundance, and the like, 
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Table 2.1 Results of the Norwegian Tagging Experiments 
(tag returns from Norwegian landings to selected factories, 1981- 1983). 
RELEASES 
Year No 
.J-970 
71 
72 
73 
74 
7':; 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
4 540 
5 000 
5 086 
8 205 
lO 028 
10 003 
9 474 
14 032 
18 169 
20 173 
9 992 
9 972 
10 065 
l3 400 
Norwegian Sea 
1981 1982 1983 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
4 
3 
4 
5 
7 
4 
5 
5 
1 
2 
1 
3 
5 
16 
Sum 148 139 110 39 28 
1970 
7l 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
3 505 
9 350 
ll 818 
7 277 
4 493 
9 995 
1 763 
7 094 
12 173 
ll 991 
5 678 
4 199 
l3 164 
9 216 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
7 
I 
North Sea 
1982 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
RECAPTURES 
I Q4 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
2 
11 
2 
2 
7 
4 
3 
2 
1981 Ql 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1982 
VIa 
Q4 Ql 
1 
3 
0 4 
1 
1 
11 
1983 Q4 
3 
3 
2 
8 
1 
1 
1 
5 
Sum 111 715~ 6 14 6 20 6 1 12 8 
1\J 
\.0 
~ y 
Belgium 
Denmark 
Faroe Isl. 
France 
Germany, Dem.Rep. 
Germany,Fed.Rep. 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Sweden 
U.K.(Engl.&Wales) 
U.K. (Scotland) 
USSR 
Una11ocated 
Total 
*)Preliminary 
Table 3.1 Nominal catch (tonnes) of MACKEREL in the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat 
(IV and IIIa)l974 - 1983 (Data for 1974-1976 as officially reported to ICES. 
Data from 1977 onwards were submitted by Working Group members). 
1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 
145 134 292 49 10 10 5 55 102 
3 890 9 836 27 986 21 833 18 068 19 171 13 234 9 982 2 034 
18 625 23 424 63 476 42 836 33 911 28 118 14 770 
- 720 
2 254 2 749 2 607 2 529 3 452 3 620 2 238 3 755 3 041 
234 141 259 41 233 
- - - -
270 276 284 
- 284 211 56 59 28 
4 689 198 302 
- - - - - -
- - - - - - 738 733 -
3 259 2 390 2 163 2 673 1 065 1 009 853 1 706 390 
248 314 206 871 197 351 180 800 82 959 90 720 44 781 28 341 27 612 
4 520 2 313 2 020 298 
- - - - -
3 579 4 789 6 44.3 4 012 4 501 3 935 1 666 2 446 692 
61 33 89 105 142 95 76 6 520 28 
390 578 1 199 1 590 3 704 5 272 9 514 10 575 28 
8 161 9 330 1 231 2 765 488 162 
- - -
- - - - - 500 - 3 216 450 
298 391 263 062 305 709 259 531 148 817 152 823 87 931 67 388 35 125 
-
~~---- -~ ----- --
Note:In contrast to the corresponding tables in Working Group reports for year prior to 1982, the 
catches do not include catches taken in IIa. 
1983* 
92 
8 410 
-
2 248 
-
10 
-
-
96 
23 469 
-
1 157 
16 
4 
-
96 
35 598 
I 
\>1 
0 
Table 3.2 Nominal catches (tonnes) of MACKEREL in the Norwegian Sea 
(Division IIa), 1974-1983. 
~ 1974 1975 1976 y 
Denmark2 ) 
Faroe Isl.1 ) - - -
France2 ) 
- 7 8 
Germa~ Dem. 
Rep. 2 11 - -
Germany,F.R. 2 ) - - -
Netherlands2 ) - - 2 
Norway1 ) 6 818 34 662 10 516 
Poland - - -
U.K. (England 
+ + + and Wales)ll 
U.K. (Scotland) 2 l 
- - -
USSR* 
- - -
Total 6 829 34 669 10 5~~6 
1) Data provided by W.G. members 
2) Data reported to ICES 
3) Includes 1 497 tonnes caught in Division Vb 
*) Preliminary 
1977 1978 1979 1980 
-
- 283 6 270 
- 2 - -
- - - -
- 53 174 2 
- - - -
1 400 3 867 6 887 6 618 
- - - -
+ 1 - -
- - - 296 
- - 5 1 450 
1 400 4 206 7 072 8 340 
1981 1982 
801 1 008 
- 180 
6 8 
51 
-
- -
- -
12 941 34 540 
- 231 
255 
-
968 -
3 640 1 641 
18 662 37 608 
1983* 
10 4273 ) 
-
-
-
4 
-
38 405 
-
-
-
40 
48 876 
\.>1 
I-' 
Table 3.3 Quarterly catches of MACKEREL in 1983 
(including estimates of discards and unallocated catches) 
Area I II III IV Unknown TOTAL 
IIa 
- - 48 500 300 + 48 800 
IIIa + 300 4 800 400 - 5 500 
i 
26 500 IVa,c 100 1 900 1 400 200 30 100 
VIa 14 700 - 39 500 118 200 
-
172 400 (N of 58°). 
VIa 10 500 16 500 15 900 113 000 
- 155 900 (s of 58°) i 
I 
VII 115 300 51 300 ! 9 700 65 000 - 241 300 
VIII 600 900 500 600 15 000 17 600 
IX 
- - - -
3 000 3 000 
lV4 
N 
~ 
Table 3.4 ]'I[ACKEREL. Catch in numbers (x 10-3) by age group for the North Sea 
(Divisions IVa,b,c), the Norwegian Sea (Division IIa) and Skagerrak 
(Division IIIa) area in 1983. 
YEAR D I V I S I 0 N S 
CLASS AGE TOTAL 
IIa IIIa IV a IVb IVc 
1982 1 
- 57 - - 55 112 
1981 2 2 498 6 081 5 956 2 214 219 16 968 
1980 3 18 966 4 242 9 057 3 370 158 35 793 
1979 4 23 480 1 008 5 437 2 027 207 32 159 
1978 5 8 525 315 2 701 1 013 268 12 822 
1977 6 1 229 52 444 192 55 1 972 
1976 7 8 053 527 2 223 826 292 11 921 
1975 8 8 446 212 3 265 1 240 261 13 424 
1974 9 6 979 477 2 337 905 158 10 856 
1973 10 6 924 317 2 025 763 225 10 254 
1972 11 1 403 159 923 348 103 2 936 
1971 12 5 338 263 1 459 550 164 7 774 
1970 13 863 264 538 203 61 1 929 
1969 14 5 809 477 4 313 1 627 486 12 712 
Sl968 ;:::15+ 2 141 52 935 353 103 3 584 
Total lOO 684 14 503 41 613 15 631 2 815 1 075 246 
Tonnes 48 877 5 459 20 967 7 872 1 295 84 470 
'>! 
'>I 
I 
Table 3.5 MACKEREL. Catch in numbers (x 10-3 l by age grnup for the North Sea 
(Divisions IVa, b, c), the Norwegian Sea (Division IIa) 
and Skagerrak (Division Ilia) area in 1982. 
---~ Divisions 
Year ' I Class Age I IIa Ilia IV a IVb IVc Total 
1981 1 
- 2 151 416 2 I 450 3 020 
I 
1980 2 2 057 6 158 5 497 62 I 543 14 316 I 
1979 3 7 667 900 5 662 LrLr8 588 15 264 
1978 4 7 651 273 3 936 430 663 12 954 
1977 5 1 694 51 1 064 205 142 3 156 
1976 6 5 073 396 2 686 697 976 9 828 
1975 7 5 129 459 3 360 921 j 475 10 344 ! I 
1974 8 5 922 485 4 846 899 246 12 398 
1973 9 5 143 197 2 239 888 338 8 805 
1972 10 2 078 138 I 1 637 : 442 180 4 474 
1971 11 4 696 168 I 1 690 445 181 7 179 
1970 12 2 040 340 995 356 145 3 877 
1969 13 5 824 558 5 130 399 365 12 776 
1968 14 2 310 26 780 374 152 3 642 I 
~1967 ~5 924 36 735 240 97 2 032 
Total 58 207 12 337 40 675 7 307 5 539 124 065 
Tonnes 37 608 4 776 6 580 14 655 9 114 72 733 
--
\j.l 
..J:>. 
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Table 3.6 MACKEREL. Catch in numbers (x 10-3) by age group for the 
North Sea (Divisions IVa,b,c), the Norwegian Sea (Division IIa) 
and Skagerrak (Division Ilia) area in 1981. 
D I V I S I 0 N S 
Year IIa Ilia IV a IVb+IVc Total 
class Age 
1980 1 1 680 600 1 587 3 867 
1979 2 422 785 4 826 6 033 
1978 3 256 429 2 947 7 892 11 524 
1977 4 163 181 238 664 1 246 
1976 5 838 481 3 174 8 571 13 064 
1975 6 2 911 809 4 371 11 385 19 476 
1974 7 3 260 2 268 5 603 8 963 20 094 
1973 8 3 912 610 2 876 5 912 13 310 
1972 9 1 537 436 1 480 2 845 6 298 
1971 10 2 701 362 2 356 3 973 9 392 
1970 11 792 250 602 979 2 623 
1969 12 4 401 2 590 5 744 9 685 22 420 
1968 13 1 125 204 903 218 2 450 
1967 14 1 025 160 1 368 543 3 096 
~1966 ;::::15 373 146 957 218 1 694 
J 
Total 23 294 11 028 3 995 I 68 261 
I 
136 587 
I 
Tonnes 18 662 6 401 20 642 I 32 576 78
 281 
Table 3.7 MACKEREL. Catch in numbers (x 10-3) by age group of the North Sea stock in 1983. 
Year D I V I S I 0 N S 
c·lass Age IIIa I TOTAL IIa TV a IVb IVc VIa 
1982 1 
- 57 ·- - 55 - 112 
1981 2 2 498 6 081 5 956 2 214 219 
- 16 968 
1980 3 1 897 4 242 9 057 3 370 158 9 298 28 022 
1979 4 2 348 1 008 5 437 2 027 207 5 334 16 361 
1978 5 853 315 2 701 1 013 268 1 546 6 696 
1977 6 123 52 444 192 55 182 1 048 
1976 7 805 527 2 :~23 826 292 762 5 435 
1975 8 845 212 3 :~65 1 240 261 669 6 492 
1974 9 698 477 2 ;537 905 158 401 4 976 
1973 10 692 317 2 025 763 225 269 4 291 
1972 11 140 159· 923 348 103 112 1 785 
1971 12 534 263 1 459 550 164 199 3 169 
1970 13 86 264 :i38 203 61 77 1 229 
1969 14 581 477 4 ~il3 1 627 486 501 7 985 
Sl.968 2:15+ 214 52 935 353 103 104 1 761 
Total 12 314 14 503 41 613 15 631 2 815 19 454 106 330 i 
Tonnes 5 628 5 459 20 967 7 872 1 295 6 218 47 439 
'-"! 
0\ 
I 
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rr'able 3.8 MACKEREL. Catch in numbers (x lo-3) by age group of the 
North Sea stook in 1982. 
Year Division Age 
class IIa IIIa IV a IVb IVo VIa TOTAL 
1981 1 - 2 151 416 2 450 - 3 019 
1980 2 2 057 6 158 5 497 62 543 - 14 317 
1979 3 767 900 5 662 448 588 7 098 15 463 
1978 4 766 273 3 936 430 663 3 678 9 746 
1977 5 169 51 1 064 205 142 343 1 974 
1976 6 507 396 2 686 697 976 2 434 7 696 
1975 7 513 459 3 360 921 475 1 841 7 569 
1974 8 592 485 4 846 899 246 1 204 8 272 
1973 9 514 197 2 239 888 338 1 144 5 320 
1972 10 208 138 1 637 442 180 385 2 990 
1971 11 470 168 1 690 445 181 602 3 556 
1970 12 240 340 995 356 145 144 2 184 
1969 13 582 558 5 130 899 365 1 083 8 617 
1968 14 231 26 780 374 152 96 1 659 
1967 15 92 36 735 240 97 96 1 296 
TOTAL 7 672 12 336 40 673 7 308 5 541 20 148 93 678 
Tonnes 4 300 A '7'7C. t:. !:;Q() ,, C.l::l:: 9 114 7 547 46 972 ""t, f\J V .,JVV ..a..-r V..,/.,1 
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Table 3.9 MACKEREL. Catch in number (10-3) by age group of the 
North Sea stock in 1981. 
Year Age Divisions Total class IIa IIIa IV a IVb,c VIa 
1980 l l 680 600 l 587 - 3 867 
1979 2 422 776 4 826 - 6 024 
1978 3 26 429 2 947 7 892 192 11 486 
1977 4 16 181 238 664 43 l 142 
1976 5 84 481 3 174 8 571 230 12 540 
1975 6 291 809 4 371 11 385 511 17 367 
1974 7 326 2 268 5 603 8 963 663 17 823 
1973 8 391 610 2 876 5 912 745 10 534 
1972 9 154 436 l 480 2 845 520 5 435 
1971 10 270 362 2 356 3 974 580 7 542 
1970 11 79 250 602 979 311 2 221 
1969 12 440 2 590 5 744 9 685 l 905 20 364 
1968 13 112 204 903 218 326 l 763 
1967 14 102 160 l 368 543 278 2 451 
:S 1966 ~5 37 146 957 218 185 l 543 
Total 2 3213 11 028 33 995 68 262 6 489 122 102 
Tonnes l 866 6 401 20 642 32 576 4 401 65 886 
Tab! e_3·10 • VIRTUAL POPULATION ANALYSIS 
MACKEREL IN TH.E NORTH SEA (FISHING ARE::IIS IV, VIA AND IIA) 
CAT~H IN NUMBERS UNIT: I"'ILLIONS 
----------------
1969 19?0 197"1 1•nz 1 Y73 1974 ·1 'liS 1976 1Yl7 '19.78 '1'17Y 1Y80 
1 o4.4 1.1 0. 3 0.8 2 .. 6 4.5 2.9 '11 • 9 2.1 1 • 1 u.o 2.3 2.7 
2 11 0. 2 1 91 • 1 83.0 35 .. 6 12.1 18.7 1 0.1 73.6 19.3 <>.2 0.5 S.6 
3 4 73.1 75.~ 50.3 ., 62 .• 6 3 7.6 23.6 16.2 6'1.7 58.9 34.7 11.3 2.4 
4 308.6 1 8.5 • 1 1C:S.O 33 .. 2 280.2 39.9 42.4 13.9 54.3 40.~ 2 ·1 .2 14.3 
5 79.7 64.5 29.7 21 .3 74.3 240.8 27.8 33.8 Y.P.. 27.9 33.3 23.5 
6 35.6 19.0 13 .I$ 23.S 36.0 45.e:s 1 93.2 1 9. 'j 2o.6 o.O 14.3 25.9 
7 624.0 - 5. 3 2.1 10.7 1'?. 7 7.5 25.6 1H.6 3'1. 6 'l4. 2 4.2 15.3 
8 0.0 98.6 0.9 'I .4 34.() 1 6. 1 21).4 31.3 12S.9 16.1 9.2 12.3 
9 o.o o.o 17.7 0.6 0.5 3.2 15.8 15.0 31.2 45.7 2.0 14.0 
1 Cl 0.0 0.0 u.u 1'1 • 7 0.0 1).5 5.0 9.0 6.3 .14 .6 21.0 3.5 
11 n.n 0.(1 0.0 0.0 4.0 0.3 11.5 4.0 8.8 s.s 5.2 19.3 
12 0.0 o.o o.n 0.0 u.o 24.6 0.2 u.s 4.5 5.5 2.0 3.~ 
n O.IJ n.o o.o O.fJ 0.11 n.n 22.2 0.1 [).8 2.9 2.0 '1.3 
14 0.0 o.o u.o u.o u.n D.O u.o 3.4 I). 1 0.6 I. 2 1.6 
15+ o.n 0.0 0.0 o.n o.n n.o 0.11 0.0 2.5 3.2 2.3 2.2 \jj '-0 
I 
TOTAL 16'15.6 74'1.7 216.3 303.2 503.'? 423.Ci 391 • 3 388.1 3.83. 7 225.9 138.0 14.7. 7 
1 Y81 1.9 82 1963 
3.9 3.0 0.1 
6.0 14.3 17.0 
3 '11.5 15.5 28.0 
4 1.1 9.1 16.4 
5 1 2. 5 2.0 b.l 
6 1l.4 7.1 1 • 0 
l 1 7. R 7.6 5.4 
d 'I 0. 5 8.3 6.5 
9 5.4 5.3 5.0 
10 7.5 3.0 4.3 
.,, 2.2 3.6 1.8 
12 20.4 2.2 3.2 
'13 1 • 8 8.6 1.2 
14 2.5 1.l 1$.0 
15+ '1.5 1.3 1..8 
TOTAL 122.0 93.8 1 06.4 
Table_:'.ll. VIRTUAL POPULATION ANALYSIS 
MACKEREL IN THE NORTH SEA (FISHING AHEAS IV, VIA AND IIA) 
FISHING MORTALITY COEFFICIENT UNIT: Year-1 NATuRAL MORTALITY COEFFICIENT = 0.15 
-----------------------------
1 969 1970 1971 1 Y/'2 1973 1974 1 '17~ 1976 1 97.7 'j 978 'j 979 1980 
1 U.IJ6 o. 04 o.ou o. 0'1 0.1)2 0. 01 o. 02 o. 01 O.U1 0.00 0. 02 0.02 
2 0.24 n.z~ n.o3 (). 1 0 (). ()3 n. ·12 0. o:s 0.19 0.09 U.07 0.03 0.07 
3 O.e>2 0.24 Q.OY O.fltl 0.13 0.08 0. •t3 0.26 o.a 0.21 0.13 0.21 
4 0./5 0.49 O.Ul:! 0.01' 0.18 1). 'I 9 u. 10 ll. 1) 0 • .52 0.22 0.1 8 0.22 
1 • 1)1 0.32 o. n 0.12 o.a n.22 0. 'I 9 o. 2'1 o •. ,4 0.25 0.26 0.29 
6 ·t. 42 0.6.7 o. 10 D. 1 :S u.29 0.2fJ o. 26 o. 1 9 0.23 o •. 12 0.19 Ll.32 
7 1. 04 0.78 o.n 0.1 0 o. •j 5 n.o:; 0. 'I) 0.24 0.49 O.H 0.11 0.30 
d o.uo 0.1..·1 0.21' 0.1'1 0.49 0 •. I(., o •. B 0.27 0.4 0 0.47 0.16 0.47 
'i 0.0'1 o.nn o. 11 0.2/ D. fJS 0.07 0.23 n. ·19 0.44 0.23 0. ()<} 0.36 
1 ') o.uo O.fJO O.IJU 0.1 u 0.1)0 11. Oo u. '14 (). 1 '1 0 • .5 0 0.36 0.2 0 0.22 
'11 0.00 n.no n.oo o.no 0. 04 ().'i'/ 0.06 0. '15 0.26 0.31 0.19 0.20 
'12 u.uo Q. 1)0 0. IJO U.DO O.lJO ().36 0.22 0. 11] 0.24 0.25 O.H 0.20 
13 o.no n.no o.no o.no o.or n.no 0.59 ().16 o. 22 0.23 0.13 0.1S 
'14 u. urJ o.uo o.uo U.IJU U.IJO u.uu u.uo u. 1 (> 0.22 0.24 0.13 0.13 -t 
'I)+ O.Of'J 0.00 0.00 o.no 0.01") n.oo O.fJO 0.16 0.22 0.24 0.13 0.13 I 
4-14 hi U.YS 0.44 f).'l'l 0.1 0 lJ.H 0. 2 'I 0.24 0.22 lJ.:S4 0.24 u. 19 0.27 
·1901 19 ~2 19d3 
n. oz o. n1 n.o2 
2 o.us O.fJ7 0.1)7 
3 o. 2n n .1 8 n. '18 
4 0.14 n. 2; O.Zl 
5 n. 2 9 f). 3.1 n.2s 
6 0.34 0.27 fl.30 
7 n.35 n.23 n. 2Y 
a 0.3? 0.26 n • .so 
9 f). 37 n.z5 ,_ 2.3 
11) 0.32 0.34 o. 31 
11 r). 21') 1').24 f'J.33 
1?. l). 31 0.2 9 0.32 
1 3 0.13 o. 2 0 f'J.24 
'14 0.43 o. 11 o.n 
15+ 0.43 0.1 7 0.27 
( 4-14)'1i 0. 31 0.? 0.2~ 
Table]·12 • VIRTUAL POPULATION ANALYSIS 
~1ACKEKEL IN fH.E NORTH SEA (FISHii~G AREAS IV, VIA AND I!A) 
STOCK SIZE IN NUMBERS UJHT: IHLLIUNS 
---------------------
BIOi~ASS fOTALS UNIT: THOUSAtlD TONt<ES 
--------------
All VALUES, EXCEPT THOSE REFERRING TO THE SPAWNING STOCK ARE GIVEN FOK 'I JANUAKY; THE SPAWNING 
STOCK DATA REFLECT THE STOCK SITUATION .AT SPA~NING TH1E, WHEKEHY THE FOLLOWINu VALUES ARE 
USEO: PROPORTION UF ANNUAL F BE.FORE St'AWNING: 0.1 f][1 
PRUPORfiON OF ANNUAL M BEFORE SPAwNING: U.400 
1 969 1970 1 Yl'l 1 Y72 1\173 '1974 1'J7S 19'/6 19/7 1978 1979 191!0 
11 o2 •. ~ 3331,.1 4 79. 'I 4 7\1.~ 2"1'>'. 3 453.2 54'1 .6 294.8 150.5 18.7 100.7 14 7. 7 
SSo. 1 941 •. , U67 -~ 412 •. , 41 u.o 1 d4. 6 3/J/.4 4:>~.1 251 .2 12d.5 16.1 d4. s 
1 09il. 3 376.0 b3.5. ~ 2305 •. , 32'1. 8 341.7 141.6 324 •. , 325.6 1 \lll.4 103.0 13.4 
62.3. 9 )1 0 •. , 254 • .s 49c. 7 1 <!.53.5 242.1 2 72.2 1 Uo. 9 214.5 ?.24 .1 1.5d. 7 7ll.2 
1 .53. z 253. b ~6-l. ~ 2 02.2 3YS.5 1319.0 1 ("I.) 1 9~. 1 7'1 • • , 134 .s 155.2 99.7 
49. /:j 41. I 1 So. 7 2 03.7 1 ~4 .3 21'· .3 \112 .o 121 .Y 'J3o. 7 SY .ll 90 .o 1 0~ .lS 
1 02). 4 1 n. 4 1 ~- 4 '123. <> 15.5 .5 99.6 193.7 6')7. 0 Ho.Y \13.1 45.3 64.2 
o. 0 311. ~ 4.1 l:S. y 9o. 7 1 LLY Ill.~ 143.1 412.9 4~. 7 o7.0 35.1 
o. n rJ. 0 1 71.2 2. 7 10.7 51 .1 1!3 .2 49.0 94.2 239.2 24.5 49.1 
I•J 0. u 0. u u .u 13o. 2 1.11 ll. 7 41 .1 57.0 34.7 52.3 1 o.S. 7 19.2 
1'1 n.n n.11 il. Q fi.IJ 1 Ob .4 1. ~ I. 0 311.7 4'1. '1 22.2 31.6 115. y 
12 0. 0 n. 'J 11. u O.IJ u.o ~7 -~ '1.'1 
'· b 
2L. 7 ~0. 9 '14.1 22.4 
IS rJ. n (l.f) 0.(1 c .IJ 0. n n. (1 53.0 rJ.l 4.4 'I~ .4 11l.'l 10.2 
14 0. r] 0. •J u. u u. 11 u. 0 n.o \1.0 2!>. 2 •J. 5 3.0 1 il.o 1 s. 7 
1 )+ n.n n. 'l 0 .r] 0. r) o. n n.n O.IJ o. n 13.6 ., o. n 20.3 18.9 
TOTAl f/1) 4649.4 :>7/'J .4 4 761 .Y 4311.!> 31Uo.3 3177 ·" 2 <Sd4. l 2416.1 1 ~00 .4 1211.1 9Yi>.b !l/).1 
SPS NO 2 731.11 16~2. 3 .<373. l 33'1( -~ 291!6 .? 241 n • .,. 1\131,. 1 161!'/ ·" 142.5. 6 1 Oo4 .1 llL1 .1 61 "· 7 
-\'>. 
SPS BIOM 
1-' 
t121l. 3 676.3 651]. s 'r2o7. o 127U.3 1 U89. 9 Yilo. 'I Tlo. ti oou .1 511 .4 401.4 311l.!l I 
19<!1 191l2 11'~3 1 \lil4 
?o3. 7 331 .2 6. d******+* 
124."' 223.4 2o2 .3 '.I 
67.6 101.7 179.0 227 .<!. 
9 .. 3 4 7.' 7 s .? 12d.Z 
)4 •. 1 7. 0 32.0 47. '} 
64 •. 1 35. u 4.2 21 • .5 
64. 6 39.2 23 .IJ 2. 0 
41 .. 2 3<1 .2 2o. 7 14./S 
., ~ .. )l 25.7 26. n '11.0 
1'] 29 .. 4 11.2 17.3 11. d 
11 13 .. 3 1 H.3 o. y 1 n. 9 
12 d1 .. 9 9.4 1?.' 4. s 
13 15 .. 7 51.7 6.1 7. tl 
'14 7 .. 6 11.9 36 .s 4 •. , 
'IS+ 4 .. 6 9.1 8. ~ 29.5 
TOTAL NO 8oU .. 5 961 .4 140. s 
SPS NO 4 74 .. <1 451.9 512.8 
SPS BIOM 236 .. n 206.6 213.4 
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Table 3.13 Input data for catch forecasts, North Sea stock MACKEREL (M = 0.15). 
Stock number Weight at Weight at 
Age in 1984 Fishing age in age at Maturity (x lo-6) pattern the catch spmming ogive 
l 20.0 0.05 .245 .180 o.oo 
2 5.7 0.23 .329 .275 0.37 
3 227.2 0.69 .363 .330 1.00 
4 128,2 0.79 .392 .415 1.00 
5 47.9 1.00 .438 .460 1.00 
6 21.3 1.00 
.455 ·495 1.00 
7 2.6 1.00 .520 .525 1.00 
8 14.8 1.00 .580 .550 1.00 
9 17.0 1.00 .585 .565 1.00 
10 17.8 1.00 .610 
.590 1.00 
ll 10.9 1.00 .635 .610 1.00 
12 4·3 1.00 .655 .630 1.00 
13 7.8 1.00 .670 .645 1.00 
14 4.1 l.OO .675 .650 1.00 
15+ 29.5 1.00 .685 .675 1.00 
Recruitment at age l 1984 20 X 10-6 
1985 20 X 10-6 
1986 20 X 10-6 
1983 
Total F land- 4-14 ings 
47·4 .28 
I 
Table 3.14 Forecasts of stock biomasses and catches for the North Sea MACKEREL stock. 
Stock 
biomass 
233 
Easic parameters are given in Table 3.13. Stock biomass and catch in tonnes 
x lo-3. Spawning stock biomass at the time of spawning. 
1984 Management 1985 1986 
option 
Spawn. F Total for Stock Spawn. - Total Stock F stock 4-14 land- 1985 biomass stock 4-14 land- biomass biom. ings biom. ings 
210 0.27 45 Maintain 185 163 0.35 45 131 catch level 
F85 = F84 164 0.27 37 139 
F85 = FO.l 165 0.22 29 146 
F85 =M ~ 0.15 21 155 r----- ---f---·-·· No fishing 68 0 0 176 l '---· c 
Spawn. 
stock 
biom. 
lll 
122 
129 
138 
160 
I 
-1>-
VJ 
Table 4.1. 
Belgium 
Denmark 
Faroe Islands 
France 
Germany, Dem.Rep. 
Germany, Fed.Rep. 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland) 
Spain+ 
Sweden 
U.K. tEngland & Wales) 
U.K. N.Ireland) 
U.K. Scotland) 
USSR 
Unallocated 
1974 
7 
8 659 
37 824 
2 885 
993 
8 526 
7 315 
32 597 
22 405 
30 177 
21 132 
75 
8 466 
103 435 
Nominal catch (tonnes) of MACKEREL in the western area (VI, VII and VIII) 
(Data fo1: 1974-77 as officially reported to ICES) 
1975 
17 
1 760 
25 818 
9 693 
1 941 
21 
11 567 
13 263 
1 907 
21 573 
23 408 
31 546 
30 
16 174 
309 666 
1976 
10 
3 
5 539 
:>3 556 
4 509 
391 
10 
14 395 
15 007 
4 252 
a 375 
18 480 
38 
:i7 311 
95 
~~8 399 
262 384 
1977 I 1978** I 1979** I 198o** I 1981 ~ 1982** 
1 
698 
3 978 
35 702 
431 
446 
23 022 
35 766 
362 
2 240 
21 853 
I 
1 3 I 3 
8 677 8 535 14 932 
15 076 10 609115 234 
34 860 31 510 23 907 
28 873 I 21 493 I 21 088 
27 508 24 217 40 791 
50 815 62 396 91 081 
1 900 25 414 25 500 
- 92 -
19 142 15 556 15 000 
13 464 I 15 lOO 
9 070 10 500 
14 829 12 300 
29 221 I 11 200 
92 271 109 700 
88 117 67 200 
21 610 19 000 
1 -
11 469 15 600 
132 320 
1
213 344 
1
244 293
1
150 598 I 75 722 I 82 900 
97 46 25 - 4 153 9 600 
52 662 103 671 103 160 108 372 109 153 147 400 
16 396 - - - - -
1983 3£) 
3£3£ 
++ 
15 000 
9 400 
11 000 
23 000 
110 000 
83 lOO 
19 000 
15 000 
62 000 
18 400 
120 lOO 
I I 54 oool 98 258 114o 322 I 97 3oo I 90 6oo 
Total ICES members 284 496 1468 3841465 754 1325 974 1503 913 1601 3031604 f61 1609 4021597 800 1576 ~0 
Bulgaria 
Rumania 
Discard 
GBAND TOTAL 
*l Preliminary 
3£3£ Working Group estimate 
+ Includes ~· japonicus 
13 558 
298 054 
20 8301 28 195 
2 166 13 222 
50 700 6o 6oo I 21 6oo 42 3001 24 900 
491 38o I 5o7 178 I 325 97 4 1554 613 I 661 9o3 J626 361 I 651 7021622 7oo 
11 300 
587 900 
..J::>. 
..J::>. 
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Table 4.2 Catches of MACKEREL (tonnes) by Sub-areas in the 
~estern area. Discards not estimated prior to 1978. 
S u b - a r e a s 
VI VII and VIII 
YEAR 
Landings Discard Catch Landings Discard 
1969 4 800 - 4 800 66 300 -
1970 3 900 - 3 900 lOO 300 -
1971 10 200 - 10 200 122 6oo -
1972 10 000 - 10 000 157 800 -
1973 52 200 - 52 200 167 300 -
1974 64 lOO - 64 lOO 234 lOO -
1975 64 800 - 64 800 416 500 -
1976 67 800 - 67 800 439 400 -
1977 74 800 - 74 800 259 lOO -
1978 151 700 15 200 166 900 355 500 35 500 
1979 203 300 20 300 223 600 398 000 39 800 
1980 218 700 6 000 224 700 386 lOO 15 6oo 
1981 335 lOO 2 500 337 600 274 300 39 800 
1982 340 400 4 lOO 344 500 257 800 20 800 
1983* 327 lOO 2 300 329 400 250 000 9 000 
* Preliminary 
Catch 
66 300 
lOO 300 
122 6oo 
157 800 
167 300 
234 lOO 
416 500 
439 400 
259 100 
391 000 
437 800 
401 700 
314 lOO 
278 6oo 
259 000 
YEAR 
CLASS 
1983 
1982 
1981 
1980 
1979 
1978 
1977 
1976 
1975 
1974 
f;l973 
TOTAL 
TONNES 
Table 4.3 MACKEREL. Catch in numbers (x lo-3) by age group for the western area 
(Sub-areas VJ:, VII and VIII) in 1983. 
D I V I S I 0 N S 
AGE 
VIa 
North 58°N VIa \TIIa-c VIId-k VIIIa-c * TOTAL 
winter rest 
0 
l 2 963 2 731 140 34 922 3 013 43 769 
2 88 513 115 171 rr 716 459 760 39 593 720 753 
3 92 981 107 623 17 721 207 958 17 948 444 231 
4 53 345 111 417 24 217 177 615 15 312 381 906 
5 15 462 44 147 16 005 47 974 3 452 127 040 
6 l 822 8 617 :~ 225 6 640 577 19 881 
7 7 617 36 128 7 691 32 380 2 780 86 596 
8 6 686 33 415 f3 166 16 289 l 402 65 958 
9 4 013 27 102 :~ 591 8 446 728 42 880 
2:::10 12 613 107 255 19 404 39 911 3 403 182 586 
170 891 708 729 11:5 878 1 031 897 88 208 2 115 603 
88 557 240 023 
328 580 36 354 205 080 17 632** 587 646 
*No sample data available. Age distrib11tion of catch assumed to be the same as in Division VIId-k. 
** Working Group estimate 
..J:::. 
m 
I 
Table 4.4 MACKEREL. Catch in numbers (x 10-3) by age group for the western 
area (Sub-areas 1~, ~I and ~II) in 1982. 
YEAR TI I V I S I 0 N S 
CLASS AGE VIa 
No+:th 58° ~a ~Ia-c ~Id-k ~IIa-c 
wii1ter rest 
1982 0 - - - 1 674 291 
1981 1 20 987 47 301 232 129 718 4 717 
1980 2 84 855 ~i9 494 1 680 284 854 5 055 
1979 3 70 980 91 117 4 434 310 515 6711 
1978 4 36 782 44 273 6 120 90 917 2 816 
1977 5 3 432 6 376 966 11 428 1 351 
1976 6 24 342 41 185 4 931 61 469 2 553 
1975 7 18 406 ~)8 048 4 787 38 982 5 639 
1974 8 12 043 33 677 4 707 25 588 4 461 
1973 9 11 443 36 397 5 768 26 923 2 987 
1972 ~10 24 068 119 903 17 408 75 188 12 030 
----
TOTAL 
1 965 
202 955 
435 938 
483 757 
180 908 
23 553 
134 480 
105 862 
80 476 
83 518 
248 597 
TOTAL 307 338 517 771 51 033 l 057 256 48 611 l 982 009 
99 546 244 554 
TONNES 
344 lOO 278 600 622 700 
__p.. 
-.J 
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Table 4.5. MACKEREL. 
Catch in numbers (x 10-3) by age group for the Western area 
(Sub-areas VI, VII and VIII) in 1981. 
r;r.~, :~:a f~--~ Divi•ilons I ~~ Total~ 
Class: North 58"N DJ.;~s~Ia I Div_._vi_I~--c Div. VIId-k I Div. VIIIa-c _ 
----+1·-_j- Winte_r_-+--- _ . 
1981 I 0 I - I - 1 5 052 I 33 295 I 38 347 I 
1980 1 113 7 584 ! 647 11 210 921 I 46 847 I 266 112 I 
1979 2 270 40 534 I 20 047 424 561 'I 21 033 506 445 I 
1978 3 1 918 25 3181 14 603 176 262 I 6 662 I 224 763 I 
1977 4 432 8 156 2 012 18 493 I 2 521 I 31 614 I 
1976 5 2 300 55 533 'I 21 976 91 159 I 3 270 174 229 l 
1975 6 5 113 72 388 14 129 62 514 I 2 232 I 156 376 i 
1974 7 6 633 51 8421 8 041 29 639 1 090 I 97 245 I 
1973 9 7 429 60 380 16 237 28 163 I 1 567 I 113 776 l 
1972 9 I 5 201 17 485 3 115 7 609 1 oo2 34 412 
51971 ~10 1 35 844 ~=-~1 29 296 ~-~:~~t---6-~78 338 465 
Total 1 65 233 ! 544 503 130 103 1 1 116 037 I 125 897 1---T--~1-44144- 293 456 onnes . __ _ 
3~ 600 ~4WO 
-------------------1---
Table 4.6. MACKEREL. 
Catch in numbers (x 10-3) by age group of the Western stock 
in 1982. 
f Ye~;~ Divisions -~ Cla.s Ag• VIa I vr-Ia-c vna-=k!'vrrr~.=;- Total 1982 l 0 1 674 291 1 965 
I 
1981 I 1 - I 68 2881 232 129 718 4 117 202 955 
198o 2 - I 144 349 t 1 68o 284 854 5 055 435 938 
l 1979 3 6 900 1154 9991 4 434 310 515 6 711 483 559 
I 1978 4 6 886 I 77 377 I 6 120 90 917 I 2 816 184 116 
1
1 
1977 5 1 4761 9 455 966 ll 4281 1 351 24 686 
1976 61 4 563 'I 63 093 4 931 61 469 I 2 553 136 609 
1 1975 1 I 4 614 54 613 4 787 38 982 1 5 639 1o8 635 
197 4 8 I 5 237 I 44 516 4 707 25 588 : 4 461 84 509 I 
1973 9 1 4 627 46 696 5 768 26 923 ! 2 987 87 001 
:s 1972 ~0 16 080 141 564 17 408 ~~~~~-~~-j 
Total 50 383 804 960 51 03~~~~J-~-~::_f~~_:~ 1 
Tonnes 33 308 336 553 278 600 648 461 -j 
,._ ___ __._ _ _._ __ _j_ ________ j 
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Table 4.7, MACKEREL. 
Catch in numbers (x 10-3) by age group of the Western stock 
in 1983. 
Year Age Divisions Total Class IIa VIa VIIa-c VIId-k VIIIa-c*J 
1983 0 - - - - - -
1982 1 - 5 694 140 34 922 3 013 43 769 
1981 2 - 203 684 17 716 459 760 39 593 720 753 
1980 3 17 069 191 306 17 721 207 958 17 948 452 002 
1979 4 21 132 159 428 24 217 177 615 15 312 397 704 
1978 5 7 672 58 063 16 005 47 974 3 452 133 166 
1977 6 1 106 10 257 2 225 6 640 577 20 805 
1976 7 7 248 42 982 7 691 32 380 2 780 93 081 
1975 8 7 601 39 432 8 166 16 289 1 402 72 890 
1974 9 6 281 30 714 2 591 8 446 728 48 760 
::;1973 ;;:::.10 20 230 118 607 19 404 39 911 3 403 201 555 
Total 88 339 860 167 115 878 1 031 897 88 208 2 184 485 
Tonnes 43 249 322 362 36 354 205 080 17 632**) 624 677 
3€) No sample data available. Age distribution of catch assumed to be 
the same as in Division VIId-k. 
3€3€) 85% Working Group estimate. 
Table 4.8. MACKEREL. 3 Catch in numbers (x 10- ) by age group of the Western 
stock in 1981. 
Year Divisions Age Total Class IIa VIa VIIa-c VIId-k VIIIa-c 
1981 0 - - - 5 052 33 295 38 347 
1980 1 - 7 697 647 210 921 46 847 266 112 
1979 2 - 40 804 20 047 424 561 21 033 506 445 
1978 3 231 27 318 14 603 176 262 6 662 225 076 
1977 4 147 8 545 2 012 18 493 2 521 31 718 
1976 5 755 57 603 21 976 91 159 3 270 174 763 
1975 6 2 620 76 989 14 129 62 514 2 232 158 484 
1974 7 2 934 57 812 8 041 29 639 1 090 99 516 
1973 8 3 521 67 066 16 237 28 163 1 567 116 554 
1972 9 1 383 22 166 3 115 7 609 1 002 35 275 
:s 1971 ;;:::.10 9 368 237 540 29 296 61 664 6 378 344 246 
Total 20 959 603 540 130 103 1 116 037 125 897 1 996 536 
Tonnes 16 796 333 199 296 795 17 305 664 095 
Year 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
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Table 4.9. The relationshi~ between total international effort, 
meas~ed in terms of Cornish handline effort (3Q c~ue), 
and F3_8 calculated by VPA (ACFM, November 1983). 
VPA Cornish Total 
SOP*) Hand line International F3-8 F2-l0 VPA Catch Cpue Effort (f) 
(tonnes (t/l0-5 Hook (Hook Hours /J.CFM, 
X lQ-3) Hours) X lQ-8) Nov. 198,27 Run l Run 2 Run 3 
319 94 3·39 0.07 0.056 0.056 0.056 
411 272 1.51 0.08 0.078 0.078 0.078 
862 157 5.49 0.21 0.163 0.163 0.163 
682 196 3.48 0.16 0.146 0.146 0.146 
381 170 2.24 0.08 0.087 0.086 0.086 
628 82 7.66 0.15 0.153 0.152 0.152 
767 105 7.30 0.21 0.209 0.208 0.207 
803 107 7.50 0.21 0.222 0.219 0.218 
687 95 7·23 0.17 0.163 0.160 0.159 
682 93 7.33 0.18 0.181 0.178 0.176 
687 83 8.28 /_0.2iJ /_0.2lA7 /_0.2li/ 
Functional Regressions 
;y=ax+b b ;y = ax 
r 0.80 0.82 
a 0.023 0.0446 
b 0.029 0.7464 
*) SOP data 1973-80 from Working Group file 
SOP data 1981-83 ~evised by this Working Group. 
Table_4::_~~· V I R T U A L P 0 P U LA T I 0 f~ A ; lA L Y S I S 
MACKEREL, WESTERN STOCK 
CATCH IN riLH·1f3EKS u ;~ 1 r: 11ILLIU:l!> 
----------------
'I '1 12 1 9/ 'i 1 •.; /4 'I '1 7 ::> ., ·.; /6 ·1 'i'rl -, 'i I u 'I '17 '-1 1 ',I <::ill 1 •.; (.) 1 'I Yi:S?. 'I Y/55 
f) '1.6 n.n 1.3 ., .u 34.2 2.n -, n • .s 7Y.':J ., '1. 5 5 ~~. 3 2.n u.u 
1 '12. 4 33.<> ,':if' .u )2.) n'1.4 1 S3. ':J s-, . .:; 3 ':J 1 • I 4r':i4. ':J 2 66.1 203.0 43.8 
2 'I 2. 1 4Y.4 24.3 'IIJ4. U -, 04. y ?.<>9. 'l ~£)3. d 6'1. 0 460.7 '>U6.4 4::>).':1 72lJ.15 
..) C.Y.4 6/t. 0 'I ?.3. ':J '14.) .S£:2.3 '15t... n 42).0 b n.z.' 7).2 n:, .1 4153.6 4)2.0 
4 SU7.? 1 ., ) • ) '11)6.) .suo • .s ., { i). () ·1 6o. r, 24.). -1 36).) 3<5 J. 3 31.7 1 ci4. 'I 3'17.7 
5 n.n 5 !lZ. 3 'I \l'l.tl 'I Y{' • C. 2 ;-~ 0 • ~~ 51 • () 2) ;\.:;, ?.1 i'. 2 2 KC.. n 1/4 .1' 24.7 1 33.2 
6 (1.[) rJ.IJ )(, ( • (I ., 4:5. <.S 'I'IJ.b 1 41). IJ /'I • 'I ?..53. 'I 1 4 ::i. 2 1 ':Jo. ':J 1 j 6. b 2U.<:> 
7 n.n n.o !1.0 '12'•0. 2 t!.l'1.7 1)4. 4 'l:>l.'i gr_. • ,-) 'J 5 .-1. 4 '1'1.5 'llJ?l. 6 ':13.1 
cl [1.0 n.u U.fJ u.u 436.15 ~9.4 ) u. I 1)4.2 )2. 4 110.6 o4.':J (2 .9 
·.} n.n fi.n ~l. n n.o iJ. n 1 5 ,'_1.) r:3.?. ?0.5 ., 3'7. 6 .S':J.3 til. 0 48.8 
., l)+ o.n u. :) U.tl 11.0 u.n n.rJ 2 'Ill. <.i ? (,j. 7 2 UtJ. 9 344.?. 2o2.3 2 o·1. 6 
TOTAL 5o3.? R45. C1 ·11 n:-s. 4 2 'I 4[].' 2 '1'1 ? • :: 12·:> '1. 3 ?.1 no. Y ?4K). 7 ~41:5.7 1\IYo.':J 20'12. 3 21 P,4. 7 
\.J1 
1-' 
~~-Q~-~~Q~~Q~~ (10-3 tonnes) I 
SOP 222.0 318.6 411.4 862.2: 682.2 381.3 628.2 767.0 803.5 699.8 700.3 608.5 
Nominal 170.8 219-4 298.1 491.4 507.2 326.0 554-6 666.3 626.4 664.1 648.5 624-7 
rahle_4.ll. VIRTUAL POPULATIUN ANALYSIS 
MACKEMEL, WESTERN STOCK 
FISHING MORTALITY CO~FFICIENT UNIT: Year-1 NAT~NAL MOkTALITY COEFFICIENT = 0.15 
-----------------------------
1 9 72 1973 19 74 1'17~ 'I '1/6 1977 'I 'i 11:) 1 97'i 1YXn 1 '18'1 1'1R2 'I yg3 
') o. nr.J o.no 0.0{) J.I)U u. 01 O.IJlJ U.lJU o. f)1 o.uo o. 01 u .1)[1 D.no 
1 n .c1n n. ne 0.[)2 o.nl o. r17 n.o4 U.IJ6 1). 13 0.11 O.lHS u.no 0.1 0 
2 u. r)1 n. 01 0.02 1.03 0.07 0.0'1 n. ·11 n. ·16 n.cs D. '16 0.'18 0.2Y 
3 u. 01 0. r)4 0.04 0.06 iJ. '11 O.Ui.l u. 1 ( 0.2o () .c 0 U.H U.21 0.2 6 
4 o .n6 n .1) O.rJ;-! r). 1 2 o. 1 g n. r:: .t D.H, n.?.1 O.i::) 0.1X 0.19 n.2s 
s o.no O.O'i 0.1 u U.1 o u. '14 O.l!7 IJ •• , :; IJ. ?.11 IJ.23 I). 17 u. 1 y 0.20 
6 O.iJrJ n. rw n.12 n.nY n.1s n.oY o. '13 n. 1 ~.~ n. ··9 n. 1 'i D. 1 B n.?3 
l (). 1)0 O.OIJ O.IJO u.3o D. 2 5 u. 'I., IJ.1.S ll.?.'l 0. '17 u. 1 ;j IJ.'Id I). 1 7 
.~ n.nn n.nn n.no o.nn n.;:1 n •. ,., n .. , i:: n.-lli n •. , H 0.1 K n. 2·1 n. 1 7 
9 u .rJn n.nu 0.110 O.I){J O.tJCJ 1).'1(1 U.14 I). ?.1 0. 2 3 0.17 U.1'i 0.11 
., n+ fJ.on n.niJ n.nn fJ. nrJ n.nn n. ·• n n .. ,,t n.n 0.23 0.17 o •• , 'I 0.17 
2-·111 )W u .1)4 D.tlo 0.116 u. 1 ( I). 'I 5 0.11'1 u •. , b IJ. ?.1 11. c 3 u. '17 (I .1 Y 0.24 
3-'11)) ..J o.ns n.nt n.n'>~ D .?.·1 0. '17 n.P'i o. '1::> n. n o.a u. '17 U.1Y 0.22 IJl 
f\) 
Tahl e_4.1~. VIRTUAL POPULATION AJ,ALYSIS 
MACKEHEL, ~ESTEWN STOCK 
STOCK SIZE IN tlUMBERS UNIT: ,•JILLIL,NS 
BIO!r,ASS TOTALS UNIT: THOU~AND TONhES 
ALL VALUES, EXCEPT THOSE REFEKKING TO THE SPAWNING STOCK ARE GIV~~ FOR 1 JANUARY; THE SPAWNING 
STOCK DATA REFLECT THE STOCK SITUATION AT SPAWNING TI~E, WPEREHY THE fOLLO~ING VALUES ARE 
USED: P~UPORTIUN OF ANNUAL F 8EFUR~ S~AWNING: '1.4nn 
PROPORTION OF ANNUAL M ~EFURE SPAwNING: lJ.41JO 
'I 'I ?2 1973 'I '174 '197':5 'I ':176 1'177 l''ilo 1979 '19o0 19 i:) 1 'I YI:S2 1':11:$3 
'1 2?.D~.4 'i36Y.Y 31)23. 'I 'i 26g.3 s 4 04. n 641 .ll 3':5 7n .'i 5794.Y 42Wt.n 447'1. 7 5'11. 9 0.0 
1 4 9o 1 • 6 1950.':1 4621 .Y 3Zi:l9. 'I 4).53.5 4o19.o 'i)ll.) 3nC>3.b 4914.1 36/'1. 1.1 .582 0.3 490.4 
2 22::>11. 7 4 2 76. 2 1 64 7. 9 3rl'1l.'i 21153. n 3643. ~ 3r~33.Y '•'+4. 'J 231~.n 3781 • 1 29'14.0 3100.1 
3 3142.9 1926 .u .5634.0 '13'1 ~·- d 32 :>d.? ?2?4.1 ?.l:>u/. <5 27i'd.4 32:>.9 1 5'io. 9 2766. (I 21 04.9 
4 87!J3. 9 2677 .Y 1S9!i.4 31114 .• 1 '1'1 13.9 ?.'i n6. ·1 117'1 • I 2·17:). 2 1 <".34. 8 2'11.1 113'1.8 19:>0.8 
5 IJ. n i' 1121.3 2'197 .'i 1 2 1 ~·. 3 2..5'11)./ /:}i)fl.l) ?.1.105.5 12:J9.S 144lj.3 122b.9 1 ::>2. 3 0 1].5. 9 
6 n.n n.o s:>n4. <' 1 /1 4 .• 2 ':11'1.9 1 '121. ( 64:2..1 14<5).3 '1'11.7 9 ;-~:;,. 9 1l'14.3 1 1113.3 
7 [).1) f). I) IJ.IJ 4212:.0 1 .541.. 3 biS?..CJ 1 3 )2. 2 4UC> .2 1 062 .IS 6'i:>.b 7U2. U 643.4 
;-) n.n n.n 11. n (t.rJ 24/6 .I.. ~l96. y ) ~ 1.4 1n2~.3 33<:1.2 768.3 4 72.2 5 03.8 
q o.n [J. [) u.o L:. 0 u.n 1 72 :>.IS 66:1.2 4 IJ'I.) (3.:1.2 242.6 5).5.4 326.3 
l tl+ n.n n.n n.n n.n o.n n.n 1 746. c. 1) 0'1. 7 1 094. n 2365.9 1 66 8. 6 13':56.4 
TOTAL iW ?134(.) 23222.2 2302d.o ?.4DC>/.v 24'14'1.9 '19462.·1 19)::>:>.0 20354.) 19272.9 1994).0 1:>6o6.i:l 113YiJ.4 
SPS I'JO 'i129(1.n 114?3.3 1171l..~l 1"12fl0.5 '10::>0'1.11 if"l656.~ 1n'i32.4 9136.'1 7(;1',2.5 ~367.3 l9l'i.9 69oU.O 
"1-'> 3I0:'1 3':5'11 • .5 J5()9.:> .56 1J9.l .536/.2 3U/t).8 30/4.4 3341l.o 2941.1 2461).4 ?.7D'i.3 2421.4 21)3.4 
1 <} dl~ 
')·le ............. ~ ..... 
1 n. n 
"501 • 5 
2nn2.6 
4 13':f4.1 
1311.A 
<) So 6. ·~ 
7 14. n 
._-$ 467.7 
:f 3 o6.?. 
1 I)+ 1?. 'I 6. 5 
\Jl 
\j.J 
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Table 4.13. VPA estimates of 0- and 1-group stock abundance each year, 
1975-83, and recruitment indices from English landings by 
purse seiners and pair trawlers from Divisions VIIe and f. 
lThe 1983 data are omitted from the regressions~ 
~~ 0-Gr. Recruitment Index 1-Gr. Recruitment Index I ! ~VPA __ T_Pu_r_s~e~~P-a_i_r--t---VP-A---.--Pu-r_s_e-,--Pa-1-. r--~ 
! Year I Seine Trawl Seine Trawl I 
1 (No . x 10 -6) (No , /-t-+-la:·-~-d-e_d_) -+-(N_o_,_x_l_0 __ ..,..6 ')--t--( N-0-.-/-+t -l·-a-n-de_d_)--11 
I ~~~l~-- 5 271 I - 29. 67 3 295 - 2 655 
1976 5 413 9.12 430.92 4 535 l 232 l 988 
1977 644 2.02 0 4 627 2 016 l 480 
1978 I 3 536 26.43 I 14.17 552 198 175 I 
19791 5 802 1.25 I 9.87 3 034 l 757 l 803 I 
1980 4 294 72.68 I 16.92 4 920 3 019 l 825 j 
1981 I 4 473 14.16 38.63 3 677 2 146 2 083 
1982 I 566 13.44,19. 64 3 814 923 673 
19831 L'oJ - £'oJ !_4.85] - f},.6'fl 
-L~--------~-----~-----
Semi-log ~ Linear Semi-lQg 
r 0.14 0.36 0.87 0.73 0.55 o. 76 
Intercept 14.30 -24.42 5.244 -14.69 451.01 5.400 
Slope 0.002 0.025 0.00053 0.45 0.32 0.00049 
r~ 
I 3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10+ 
Table 4.14. Input data for catch forecasts, Western MACKEREL stock 
(M= 0.15). 
Stock ~umbe:r,, I Fishing I Weight at Age I 
in 1984 \,X 10 -; I Pattern lln the C<:LLeh l Age a~ Spaw-ning 
500.0 
381.5 
2 002.6 
l 394.1 
l 311.6 
568.8 
74.0 
467 ·7 
366.2 
l 218.5 
1 
in 1983 
-
0.39 0.178 0.095 
0.83 0.216 0.150 
1.00 0.270 0.215 
0.92 0.306 0.275 
0.84 0.383 0.320 
0.80 0.425 0.355 
0.80 0.430 0.380 
0.80 0.491 0.400 
0.80 0.542 0.420 
0.80 0.608 0.485 
Recruitment at age 1: 1984 500 X 10-6 
1985 1 ooo x 1o-6 
1986 1 ooo x 1o-6 
I Maturity 
Ogive 
0.18 
0.38 
0.67 
0.89 
0.93 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
I 1.00 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Table 4.15. Forecasts of stock biomasses and catches for the Western MACKEREL stock. 
Basic parameters are given in Table 4.14. Stock biom.ass and catch in tonnes x 10-3. 
Spawning stock biom.ass at the time of spawning. 
1983 1984 1985 1986 
Total Spawn. Total Management Spawn. Total 
~andi) j(3-1o) 
Stock 
stock j(3-1o) ~andi) option Stock stock j(3-1o) ~andi) Stock biomass for 1985 biom. biom.ass J.Ilgs biom. ~ngs biom. ~ngs 
625 0.22 2 500 1 879 0.26 650 Maintain 1 976 1 463 0.36 650 1 452 
catch 
level 
F85 = F84 1 517 0.26 501 1 577 
F85 = FO.l 1 573 0.17 338 1 714 
F85 =M 1 584 0.15 306 1 741 
No fishing 1 681 0 0 1 998 
*) Includes landings taken from outside the Western area and excludes landings of North Sea stock from 
within the Western area. Spawning stock biomass is estimated at 1 June. 
Spawn. 
stock 
biom. 
980 
1 181 
1 338 
1 369 
1 682 
\J1 
\J1 
Table 5.1 Nominal catch (tonnes) of MACKEREL in Sub-area IX, 1974-1983. 
Country I 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 
Portugal 2 329 2 224 2 5-95'!BE 1 743** 1 555** 1 071** 1 921** 3 1os** 
Spain 3 264 3 345 2 520 2 935 6 221 6 280 2 719 2111 
France - 1 - - - - - -
Poland - - - 8 - - - -
USSR 
- 44 466 2 879 189 111 - -
TOTAL 5 593 5 614 5 581 7 565 7 965 7 462 4 460 5 219 
* Preliminary 
** Working Group estimate 
1982 
3 6oo** 
796 
-
-
-
4 396 
19s3* I 
2 239 
soo** 
-
-
-
3 039 
IJl 
0'1 
I 
Table 5.2 
Age 
0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
2=10 
Total 
Tonnes 
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MACKEREL in Sub-area I~. 
Catch in numbers (x 10- ) by age group 
in 1981-83 :e 
1981 1982 1983 
12 888 17 460 6 108 
11 034 9 787 7 263 
3 224 3 222 3 927 
986 1 571 1 213 
169 386 215 
69 218 59 
56 182 16 
25 99 16 
14 59 11 
8 36 8 
52 265 20 
28 525 33 285 18 856 
5 219 4 396 3 039 
* Based on Portuguese sampling and ageing 
Table 8.1 Effects en North Sea spawning stock biomass in 1983-85 if the fisheries 
in all areas continue at their current level through 1985, and if 
closures had been introduced in Division VIa for differing time 
periods in 1982. Biomass is given in tonnes. 
Fishing Regime 1982 1983 1984 1985 
No fishing in any area 211 070 262 666 300 460 289 360 
Fishing in all areas at 206 600 213 400 210 000 163 000 past and predicted levels 
Closure in Div. VIa north 
of 58~ 1 Nov - 30 Apr in 207 565 226 370 225 980 181 393 
each year up to 1985 
Closure in Div. VIa as 207 100 221 380 217 787 177 355 above from 1 Dec - 30 A:pr 
Closure in Div. VIa as 
above from 1-31 Dec and 206 780 219 440 215 068 167 846 
1 Mar - 30 Apr 
I 
V1 
Cll 
I 
Table 9.1 Landings of HOHSE MACKEREL by Sub-area (tonnes). 
Sub-area 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
IV 30 548 9 933 8 668 1 326 4 920 1 412 
VI 3 480 3 272 4 194 670 408 7 791 
VII 116 901 117 599 177 010 28 855 26 060 43 525 
VIII 66 238 86 738 129 558 124 906 83 804 47 155 
IX 51 025 45 795 53 024 67 388 47 211 40 107 
Total 217 167 312 797 372 454 223 145 162 403 139 990 
-
*) Preliminary 
1980 1981 
2 151 6 825 
8 724 11 134 
45 697 34 749 
37 495 40 073 
36 811 38 152 
130 878 130 933 
1982 
5 115 
5 036 
33 478 
22 684 
37 174 
103 487 
1983*) I 
7 524 I 
10 340 
I 
43 571 
21 200 
37 986 
I 
120 621 I 
I 
\J1 
'-.0 
Table 9.2 Landings of HORSE MACKEREL in Sub-area IV by country (tonnes) 
Country 
Belgium 
Denmark 
Farce Islands 
France 
German Dem. Rep. 
Germany, Fed. Rep. 
Ireland 
Netherlands 
Norway 
Poland 
Sweden 
U.K. (England & Wales) 
U.K. (Scotland) 
U.S.R.R. 
TOTAL 
* Preliminary 
a) Includes IIIa 
19'74 
34 
-
'7'72 
582 
-
686 
-
5'76 
20 '713 
62 
2a) 
5 
1 222 
5 894 
30 548 
19'75 19'76 
23 15 
- -
156 116 
I 
140 147 
- 4 
696 162 
- -
1'73 82 
2 1'74 4 842 
- 11 
+ -
3 11 
~~ + 
6 566 3 2'78 
9 933 8 668 
19'7'7 19'78 19'79 1980 
14 15 9 8 
63 1 543 496 199 
130 3 0 260 
325 182 221 292 
- - I - -
2 1 :93 I 3'76 + 
- - 1 161 
223 106 i 88 101 
450 1 03'7 199 119 
6 - - -
- - + -
22 36 23 11 
4 5 + -
87 - - -
1 326 4 920 1 412 2 151 
1981 1982 1983* 
34 '7 55 
3 5'76 1 612 1 894 
0 2 32'7 5 189 
2 56'7 258 
- - -
139 30 52 S' 
412 - -
355 559 1 
2 292 '7 '73 
- - 2 
- - -
15 6 -
- -
-
- - -
6 825 5 115 '7 524 
Table 9.3 Landings of HORSE MACKEREL in Sub-area VI by country (tonnes) 
Country 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983* 
Belgium 
- - - - - - - - - -
Denmark 
- - - - - 443 734 341 2 785 7 
Faroe Islands 342 2 2 - - - - - 1 248 -
France 
- - 293 113 91 151 45 454 4 10 
Ireland 
- - - - 59 - - - - -
Germany, Fed. Rep. 209 263 5 - - 155 5 550 10 212 2 113 4 823 
Netherlands - 1061 69 19 114 6 910 2 385 100a) 50a) 5 50cf) 
Norway 1 627 869 90 - - - - 5 - -
Poland I 1 067 479 48 - - - - - - -
Spain 400 150 175 147 91 20 - - - -
U.K. (England & Wales) 14 6 37 40 44 73 9 5 + -
gJ 
I 
U.K. (Scotland) 41 187 85 105 9 39 1 17 83 -
U.S.R.R. 780 1 210 3 390 246 - - - - - -
TOTAL 3 480. 3 272 4 194 670 408 7 791 8 724 11 134 5 036 10 340 I 
* Provisional 
a)Estimated from biological sampling 
Table 9.4 Landings o:: HORSE MACKEREL in Sub-area VII, by country (tonnes) 
Country 1974 1975 1976 
Belgium 3 4 2 
Denmark - - -
France 2 466 2 443 3 800 
G.D.R. 8 - 92 
Germany, 825 521 3 Fed.Rep. 
Ireland - - -
Netherlands - 41 280 
Norway 16 - -
Poland 4 643 1 869 2 967 
Spain 12 315 10 890 17 124 
UK (Engl. 675 438 2 014 and Wales) 
UK (Scotl.) - - -
USSR 95 650 101 393 150 728 
Total ll6 901 ll7 599 177 010 
*) Provisional 
a) Estimated from biological sampling 
() Estimated from 1982 catch level 
1977 
1 
-
2 448 
45 
308 
1 133 
2 088 
-
640 
483 
1 343 
-
20 366 
28 855 
1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 
1 3 + 1 1 
2 104 4 287 5 045 3 099 877 
3 564 4 407 1 983 2 800 2 314 
- - - - -
2 923 5 333 2 289 1 079 12 
3 388 - - 16 -
10 556 25 174 23 002 25 oooa) 27 500a) 
29 959 394 - -
61 - - - -
516 676 50 234 104 
2 918 2 686 12 933 2 520 2 670 
- -
1 
- -
- - - - -
26 060 43 525 45 697 34 749 33 478 
- -- ---
1983*) 
-
994 
4 717 
-
2 195 
-
34 350a) 
-
-
(lOO) 
1 215 
-
-
43 571 
-----------
()\ 
1'0 
Table 9.5 Landings of HORSE MACKEREL in Sub-areas VIII and IX, by country (tonnes) 
Country 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 
Sub-area VIII 
Denmark 
- - - - -
127 - - -
France 2 477 2 386 3 380 4 881 3 643 4 240 3 361 3 711 3 073 
German Dem.Rep. 
- -
14 - - - - - -
Netherlands 
- - - -
19 - - - -
Spain 62 836 72 916 95 401 104 812 80 139 42 766 34 134 36 362 19 610 
UK (Eng1.& 
Wales) - - - - - 22 - + 1 
USSR 925 11 436 30 76;5 15 213 3 - - - -
Total 66 238 86 738 129 5513 124 906 83 804 47 155 37 495 40 073 22 683 
Sub-area IX 
Poland 
- - -
168 - - - - -
Portugal 48 071 43 491 49 041 51 341 32 043 26 977 25 132 26 032 28 334 
Spain 2 954 1 882 3 339 981 14 787 12 880 11 679 12 120 8 840 
USSR - 422 644 14 898 381 250 - - -
Total 51 025 45 795 53 024 67 388 47 211 40 107 36 811 38 152 37 174 
*) Preliminary 
( ) Estimated from 1982 catch level 
1983*) 
-
2 200 
-
-
(19 000) 
-
-
(21 200) 
-
29 986 
(8 000) 
(37 986) 
m 
\..N 
Length 
(cm) 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
Total 
Tonnes 
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Table 9.6 HORSE MACKEREL, Length compositic~ of the catch in 1983 
by countries, Sub-areas and gears. 
Portugal IXa Netherlancis VII England VIIe 
Commercial landings Commercial lan~~~gs Commercial landings 
Trawl Artisanal Purse Pelagic tra.,·: All gears 
seine 
19 
234 
1115 
1624 14 
5 2980 36 
129 6670 50 
1781 865 469 
9141 631 370 
43888 889 641 
.!.Q1ill 3714 3365 283 
88453 15234 8273 848 
88130 16322 ill.4.2. 848 
59397 13711 10861 283 1 
30379 4182 7030 565 6 
18305 2525 6521 1696 9 
9615 2709 . 3898 848 10 
4859 2301 2629 283 6 
3766 1004 1379 334 2 
3507 352 1296 601 17 
2709 624 887 5566 50 
2169 535 554 8628 49 
1220 365 523 8855 135 .. 
715 323 458 8613 111 
377 224 232 8103 114 
499 409 594 9361 253 
609 709 925 8336 485 
1174 1122 1526 9066 365 
2491 1727 2549 13490 ~ 
~ ~ ~ 12516 367 
2690 2137 1573 14397 508 
1414 2408 916 ill.4.Q 381 
596 , c: t:, 397 11242 . 399 ..L....)U..l. 
342 1049 194 5654 174 
144 558 139 2867 149 
94 384 71 1513 -
26 204 8 283 74 
3 82 4 
1 65 
19 
12 
486299 94364 76884 150519 4251 
16449 7097 6440 34350 1215 
A 
:z; 
<G 
H 
c.'J 
:z; 
jZ:j 
Year 
Table 9. 7 Comparison of age readings of HORSE JVIACKEREL between England and the Netherlands 
(3 otoliths = ± 2% 1,vere not comparable). 
NETHERLANDS 
Age class 81 80 79 78 77 76 75 74 73 72 71 70 69 68 67 66 65 64 
1 1981 
i', 
5, 1 
2 1980 '14, 1 
3 1979 '3, 1 1 
4 1978 1 ........ 12 4 1 
' 
' 6 5 1977 '1 9 1 1 1 2 
6 1976 ' 6 6 
' 
2 2 2 7 1 
' 7 1975 ' 1 1 4 7 4 2 
' 
' 8 1974 ........ 
' 
2 1 5 1 1 
9 1973 
' ........ 
' 
' 
Total 5 15 5 1 14 15 9 3 1 1 5 12 21 11 2 2 
- -
63 62 
1 
1 
1 1 
Total 
6 
15 
5 
18 
21 
26 
20 
10 
1 
122 
0'\ 
IJ1 
I 
Year 
Depth 
meters 
Sector 
C.AM 
MAT 
AVE 
FIG 
J3ER 
LIS 
SIN 
MIL 
.ARR 
SAG 
POR 
VSA 
TOTAL 
Table 9.8 Total number per area (Y) of HORSE MACKEREL s20 cm in length and standard error (s.e.) in October/ 
November 1981, 1982, 1983 in continental Portuguese waters (Division IXa). 
1981 1982 1983 
20-500 20-500 20-500 
Nh ~ y (lo-
6) s.e.(lo-6) c.v. ~ Y(lo-
6) s.e.(lo-6) c.v. ~ Y(lo-
6) s.e.(lo-6) 
27 26 1.42 0.93 0.65 15 85.2 59-3 0.70 27 90.2 40.0 
25 - - - 25 108.1 83.8 0.78 -
- -
27 13 0.15 0.15 1.00 16 46.2 30.8 0.67 28 70.1 25.9 
34 33 1.74 0.68 0.39 15 41.0 32.0 0.78 32 48.5 12.8 
14 - - - 14 6.0 4.4 0.74 - - -
30 - - - 30 46.8 40.6 0.87 - - -
26 
- - - 25 9.8 5.8 0-59 - - -
17 17 6.93 5-32 0.77 8 0.1 (1.6) - 17 23-3 14.0 
16 16 0.91 0.52 0-57 6 41.2 (101.1) - 14 14.5 4.8 
9 - - - 0.40 8 0 0 0 - - -
9 - - - 1.00 17 3-4 1.5 0.44 - - -
10 
- - - 0.51 9 0.6 0.3 0.53 - - -
254 105 11.15 5-47 0.53 188 388.5 156-3 0.40 118 246.60 51.5 
TOTAL COMMON 118 
.AREA I 105 11.15 5-47 0.53 60 213.70 74.1 0.57 118 246.60 51.5 
' ~ - _L___ __ ~ 
c.v. 
0.44 
-
0.37 
0.28 
-
-
-
0.60 
0.33 
-
-
-
0.21 
0.21 
·------
0"1 
0"1 
I 
Table 9.9 HORSE MACKEREL. Sub-area IX. Total catch, cpue (Kg per hour trawling) and estimated total effort (and average of 3 years). 
CA':[' CH 
YEARS PORTUGAL SPAIN 
1969 58 983 6 512 
1970 68 943 4 657 
1971 57 467 l 496 
1972 81 033 2 088 
1973 45 497 * l 622 
1974 48 071 * 2 954 
1975 43 491 * l 882 
1976 49 041 * 3 339 
1977 51 341 *981 
1978 32 043 *14 787 
1979 26 977 *12 880 
1980 25 132 *ll 679 
1981 26 032 *12 120 
1982 28 334 * 8 840 
1983 29 986 (8 ooo) 
-------
--~--
* Working Group data () Estimated 
USSR 
-
-
-
-
-
-
422 
644 
14 898 
381 
250 
-
-
-
-
L__ _____ ~ 
POLANTI 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
168 
-
-
-
-
-
-
'-~ ------
CPUE Estimated Mean I TOTAL (kg/hr) ef~ort effort I (lo- ) (3 years) I 
65 495 85.5 766.0 
-
73 600 126.4 582.3 
-
58 963 111.4 529.2 625.8 
83 121 157.8 526.7 546.1 
47 119 76.8 613-53 556.5 
51 025 88.0 579-83 573-4 
45 795 76.5 598.63 597-3 
53 024 78-9 672.04 616.8 
67 388 70.7 953-5 741.3 
47 211 85.1 554-77 726.7 
I 
40 107 65.8 609.53 705.8 
I 36 811 48-5 758.99 64.1 
I 38 152 49-9 764.57 711.0 
37 174 40.6 915.62 813.1 
I 37 986 53-3 712.68 797-6 I 
--------------- ~----
- '-----
- I 
I 
~ 
Table 9.10 Age composition (Portuguese ageing), mean length and mean weight at age for 
HORSE MACKEREL in Division IXa (Portuguese coast.), for the years 1981-1983. 
1981 1982 1983 
Age Age Age 
com:po- Mean Mean com:po- Mean Mean com:po- Mean Mean 
AGE sition length weight sitio~ length weight sition length weight 
(x 103) (cm) (g) (x 10 ) (cm) (g) (x 103) (cm) (g) 
0 28 919 13-50 19.11 73 213 13.20 17.87 305 056 13.48 19.02 
1 83 504 15.66 29-77 117 301 15.18 27.13 254 989 16.52 34.93 
2 14 184 19.71 5,9.21 65 423 20.92 70.75 44 652 19.47 57.08 
3 8 763 24.00 106.66 10 157 25.65 130.10 7 925 23.72 102.98 
4 7 023 29.61 1)19.82 7 132 29.66 200.83 6 538 27.18 154-70 
5 9 416 31.76 24-6.38 12 164 31.32 236.32 10 992 31.17 232.95 
6 9 102 33.01 276.51 18 116 32.19 256.49 12 449 32.35 260.32 
7 6 491 34.94 327.69 15 514 32.98 275.76 7 384 33.20 281.30 
8 3 672 36.76 381.32 7 516 34.36 312.14 2 631 34.57 317.43 
9+ 3 209 37.17 394.25 8 807 36.25 366.32 4 902 36.29 367.00 
TOTAL 174 285 334 623 657 519 
TONNES 26 032 28 334 29 986 
I 
----------
L_ ---- -------
0'\ 
CD 
I 
Figure 2 .1. F I S R S T 0 C K SUMMARY (Stock) MACKEREL - NORTH SEA 
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Fi,c;;ure 4. 5. F I S H S 'I' 0 C K S U M M A R y (Stock) MACKEREL - Western 
B Trends in s:pawni.J.J.g stock biomass (SSB)and recruitment (R) A 'Trends in yield and fishing :r:_.n·tality (F) 
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